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These poems were written by students in Joel Long’s creative 
writing class using lines from popular Christmas carols that were 
then thrown into a word scrambler. The students took the newly 
scrambled lines and from them created the following works.

Always simple; always sweet
With a sense of humor dry as overcooked turkey
His name was Jack
A name that was crisp enough to nip at your ears
He set a bowl of tiny M&Ms on the counter
They alternated,
Red as a roasting fire
Green as mistletoe
Next to that he placed a bag of chestnuts
And later, when we sat by the fire,
We crushed them
And placed them in each others mouths
With tender fingers that were as smooth as glass
And as cold and pale as frost
He began to sing
Wrapped his hand around my waist
Just as a child would hold a doll
He sang to me
His eyes were bright and loaded with colors, all aglow
Phrase by phrase,
As sweet as Christmas goodies that children dream of
He sang to me
	 --Anna Kelly

Bright peace born of
Thy silent redeeming face
Thy grace—Alleluia!—thy sleep.

Sleep tonight is to sing tonight
Radiant pure as all heavenly hosts,
And our savior, holy of light.

Sleep ‘til dawn, for he shall come
Our Christ, from the night
The Son of calm and Lord of sight.
	 --Manon Gilmore

Poetry Corner

It is time once again for a face-off. This time, the people of focus will be the Shott 
brothers, Wills (12) and Blake (9). The interview will compare their answers about 
favorite classes, who they think the nicest person in school is, and why they like 
the upper school.

Q: What are the things you most appreciate about the Upper School?

Blake: I appreciate the connection between the students and the teachers, the wide 
range of classes we can attend and the out of school activities that are offered.

Wills: Teachers and college counseling (as a senior at least).

Q: Why do you think we should be able to eat on the stairs?

Blake: I think that we should be able to eat on the stairs because it gives us more 
space in the winter to eat as well as it allows us to be in a less crowded and quieter 
environment if we need to study or do homework during our lunch break.

Wills:  It’s cold outside. That said, I think the administration has their reasons for 
not allowing us to eat on the stairs.

Q: What do you think your favorite class will be this year?

Blake: It is difficult to choose one class, but if I was allowed to choose two I 
would say Biology and English. In these classes the content is interesting and the 
teachers are very personable.

Wills:  ESPAÑOL, (psych and stats tie for a close second).

Q: Who is the nicest person in the school?

Blake: There are many people who have done nice things, so how am I supposed 
to decide who is the nicest?

Wills: Is this an anonymous response? To tell you the truth, I have no idea. If I had 
to choose it would be Andrew Arsht.

After looking over these answers it appears that Blake and Wills like to keep their 
answers short and to the point. Even though they vary in the classes they like, they 
both agree that it is hard to choose one person who is the nicest at Rowland Hall.  
In addition, both present logical reasons for allowing students to eat in the halls. 

Face off: another skirmish in the eter-
nal battle between seniors and freshmen

Justin Cutler
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