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Dear Parents, Alumni, Grandparents, and Friends,
 In February, Rowland Hall hosted a four-day visit by 14 educators from various schools within our 
accrediting body, the Pacific Northwest Association of Independent Schools (PNAIS). The PNAIS team’s site 
visit is a significant component that comes at the end of our own two-year self-study, the process that results in 
our re-accreditation every eight years. The self-study gives us an important opportunity for self-examination of 
all our academic and extracurricular programs and services. It results in a thorough, in-depth, printed report, to 
which our entire community contributes.
 Having previously reviewed the self-study, the visiting educators spent their time with us in February 
verifying that the program we report to offer students is, in fact, what we deliver. Trustees, parents, faculty, staff, 
and administrators were interviewed to ensure that the story we told about Rowland Hall and its extraordinary 
offerings was resoundingly true. This is all part of our re-accreditation process but it is also, of course, a 
wonderful way for us to examine our program and identify what we do well and where we should improve.
 The accreditation team’s final report will be delivered to us before the end of this school year. However, at the 
conclusion of their visit, the team offered a preliminary summary of their findings.
 Their feeling is that Rowland Hall is a remarkable school with an impressive sense of community. This 
was manifested in the positive relationships between students and faculty, but also among all members of the 
school community – parents, faculty, students, administrators, and alumni. The team found our students to 
be invested in their learning and also very open and polite. They were impressed by the students’ willingness to 
engage the visitors in thoughtful conversation about academic issues and the school itself. The team expressed 
that they had expected us to offer a high quality academic program given our school’s reputation, yet they 
were pleasantly surprised by the range of areas in which our students excel – from debate to the arts to chess to 
athletics. Equally impressive, they said, were programs outside the regular curriculum such as service learning, 
sustainability efforts, diversity initiatives, and our students’ engagement in political and humanitarian advocacy.
 The visiting team’s chairperson asked me how I thought the school had created such a fantastic sense of 
community. I told her that I believe that all of us are committed to doing our best to create a safe place where 
every person feels included; that even though we know we may not be 100 percent successful, we sincerely try.
 I have no doubt we will be re-accredited for another eight years and I look forward to sharing a summary of 
the report with you when it arrives. In the meantime, I’d like to thank all of you, current families and multiple 
generations of past students and parents, for making Rowland Hall the great school it is today.
     

     Sincerely,
     

     
     Alan Sparrow
     Head of School

SELF-EXAMINATION IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL AND FOR OUR SCHOOL

Head of School Alan Sparrow

Rowland Hall seniors began applying to colleges and universities in September 
and October, under a wide range of admission plans and programs. Some 
students began to hear back from institutions that practice rolling admissions 
as early as October and November, while other students were just completing 
their applications to colleges with Early Decision and Early Action programs.
 Most application deadlines for the Early Action plans fall in early to mid-
November, and students receive their decisions in early to mid-December.
 Students admitted to a college under an Early Decision plan must 
commit to attend that institution if admitted under the ED agreement. 
Some colleges and universities offer two “rounds” of Early Decision, and 
several Rowland Hall seniors this year chose to apply to colleges under ED 
#2 plans, with January application deadlines and February notification 
dates. Several institutions offer non-binding Restrictive Early Action plans, 

COLLEGE NEWS

under which students apply in early November and hear back 
in mid-December, but may not apply Early to other colleges or 
universities. Rowland Hall congratulates the following Class of 2012 
students who have been admitted under Early Decision:

Jonathan Bebbington: Wesleyan University
Claire Friedman: Columbia University
Sophie Janes: Bowdoin College
Kyle Alec Jordan: New York University (Stern School of Business)
Carson Lyness: University of Puget Sound
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Congratulations to the nine seniors – Nels 
Ballard, Matteo Brunelli, Claire Friedman, 
Andy Gilbert, John Gilbert, Kyle Jordan, Ellie 
Kimball, Caroline Nielsen, and Madeleine 
Strait – who have been named 2012 National 
Merit Semifinalists by the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation. This group of seniors, 
once again, gives Rowland Hall the highest 
percentage of NMS semifinalists in the state.
 Semifinalists represent less than one percent 
of U.S. high school seniors who qualify for the 
scholarship program by having an outstanding 
academic record; being endorsed and 
recommended by their principal; and earning 
SAT scores that confirm the student’s earlier 
outstanding performance on the PSAT.
 These students now advance to the finalist 
level and it is from this group that all scholarship 
winners will be chosen.

HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF MERIT SCHOLARS IN UTAH

NURSE SHIRLEY RECOGNIZED WITH UTAH’S NURSES’ HIGHEST HONOR

The Utah School Nurses Association has chosen our school 
nurse, Shirley Stevens, R.N., to receive its coveted Mary Ito 
Award. She was surprised with this honor at the Utah School 
Nurses Association annual conference on March 23, 2012.
 According to Margaret Rose, assistant principal of the 
Lower School, “Shirley has been the school nurse at Rowland 

Hall for 19 years and during that time has established herself as a leader 
within and outside of the school.”
 One of Shirley’s greatest strengths is that she continues to learn. She is 
genuinely interested in improving herself by reading new research, staying 
current on school health policy, attending conferences and trainings, 
communicating with other nurses, and learning to manage care more 
effectively.
 Over the last several years, Shirley has become more and more involved 
in the policy and legislative processes. Her longtime membership with the 
School Nurses Association has led her to become a leader, serving last year 
as its president. She has spent hours working with a variety of committees 
addressing a multitude of topics. Nurse Shirley also works closely with 
a physician at the University of Utah on a research study on concussion 
recovery and testing in young people, and she testified at the Utah legislature 
during the 2012 session on a bill related to concussion management in 
schools.
 Mary Ito, for whom this honor is named, served as a school nurse for 
an Indian Reservation in Wyoming. Following her retirement, she moved 
back to Utah and once again became involved with the nursing profession. 
This award is given in her honor, to a school nurse who has made unique 
contributions to school nursing by carrying on the inspirational spirit of Mary 
Ito: to “Live Well, Laugh Often, Love Much.”
 Congratulations to Nurse Shirley Stevens, on receiving this great honor. 
We are very lucky to have her here every day taking care of the health and 
wellbeing of students and faculty.

LIVE WELL, LAUGH OFTEN, LOVE MUCH

Left to Right: Kyle Jordan, Ellie Kimball, Matteo Brunelli, Caroline Nielsen, John Gilbert, Madeleine Strait, 
Nels Ballard, Claire Friedman, Andy Gilbert
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The Upper School fall band concert reminded us again of the immense and varied 
musical talents of our students. The jazz ensembles have grown in number and 
throughout the evening, students traded places on various instruments, and several 
amazing vocalists performed. Band director Bret Jackson’s arrangement of the song 
“Codex,” by Radiohead, brought a great round of applause, and added an up-to-the-
minute feel to the performance.
 The winter performance by the Middle School and Upper School jazz ensembles 
featured works by Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, Chick 
Corea, and other greats.

ARTISTIC ENDEAVORS

Corrie Harris ’13, Sonia Grunwald ’14, Matt Browning ’14

Ethan Williams ’17

Guthrie Burnett ‘13

Middle School Advanced Band

Micah Willis ‘14
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The Upper School and Middle School Choirs and Orchestra Combos, under 
the direction of music teacher Jeff Zawalski, performed a February concert 
entitled “Sing We And Chant It.” The works performed ranged from classical 
masterpieces to contemporary melodies.

Middle School Choir

Kyleene johnson ‘12, KierstenCutler, ‘ 13, Lauren Utz ‘15, Eileen Hopf ‘15, and Simone Williams ‘14Middle School Advanced Band

Collin Kenny ‘16
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The Rowland Hall dance concert – Phantasmagoria – was everything it promised to be 
– informative, entertaining, creative, and energetic. The multi-media event, performed 
in February, combined the talents of our students in dance, music, computer-generated 
visual elements, and creative costuming. Student dancers explored and expressed the 
mysteries of why and what we dream throughout the evening, and connected the parts 
into a cohesive whole. Under the directorship of dance teacher Sofia Gorder, styles of 
dance highlighted students’ strengths and made for a varied performance ranging from 
hip hop to modern to ballet.

Breeanne Saxton ‘12

Seniors in Dance Ensemble IV perform Caged

Jenna Reed, Dance Ensemble II and III perform Plastique

Mimi Nguyen ‘12, McCall Moody ‘12, Brighton Moreton ‘13, Bailey Kirby ‘13
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One of the casts of Midsummer’s Night’s Dream takes a bow

Godspell, an American folk rock musical that grew out of the 60s 
counterculture, was performed by a stellar cast of middle and upper school 
students in mid-November. The traditional fall school musical featured one of 
the largest casts in recent years – with 40 Middle School and 20 Upper School 
actors. The Upper School students shouldered the weight of the show under 
the able direction of theatre teacher Gary Lindemann.

Rowland Hall’s combined Middle School and Upper School youth theatre 
company, Ragazzi, presented Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” – 
in repertory in late February. Two casts presented two, one-hour adaptations of 
this well-known work on alternative nights: one was set in an English garden, 
costumed in Elizabethan period costumes, the other was presented in a London 
city setting, costumed in Dickensian period costumes. Bold choices in staging 
added to the magic and whimsy of the productions.

Chase Kroesche ’12 and Micah Willis ’14

Kyleene Johnson ’12 

Lou Fisher ’17
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Head Coach Mike 
Shackelford also serves 
in many leadership 
positions that require him 
to organize, prepare, and 
facilitate debate activities 
in the state. For example, 
he is both the chairman of 
the Great Salt Lake NFL 
District and the president 
of the Utah Debate 
Coaches Association.

At Rowland Hall, debate is more than a game. It’s an intellectual activity, a competitive 
challenge, an opportunity to travel, and a place to have fun and grow as a team. Over the last 
two decades the debate team has produced state champions, top speakers, national finalists, 
and successful college debaters. With over 50 students now participating in the program, 
the year’s accomplishments are almost immeasurable. Yes, the year has been filled with its 
usual awards, but we measure ourselves in more ways than wins. Two unique success stories 
for this year coincidentally connect to our school colors: the red heart of community service 
and the green environmentalism of our sustainability project. Those two stories, along with 
new topics, new teammates and new connections have made for another exciting year. Make 
no mistake about it; the 2011-2012 season fit perfectly into Rowland Hall debate’s proud 
tradition of competitive excellence, academic achievement, and community service.

CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Although much of our season takes place in other parts of the country, the Rowland Hall 
debate team never loses sight of its local community and keeps its heart close to home. Both 
coaches and students have proven to be essential elements in cultivating and strengthening the 
Utah debate community.
 Our students regularly act as ambassadors for debate by participating in service projects 
and teaching or judging at local middle schools. This year, the UDCA even asked Rowland 
Hall students to facilitate a judge training seminar in an effort to create a more prepared 
local judging force. In this seminar, students performed an interactive demonstration debate 
and guided new judges through the topic as well as the grading expectations for competitive 
debate. Participating senior Chris Sundquist ’12, claimed that the seminar was especially 
important because “the people that we taught will become evaluators who will enrich the 
community far into the future.”
 Head Coach Mike Shackelford also serves in many leadership positions that require him 
to organize, prepare, and facilitate debate activities in the state. For example, he is both the 
chairman of the Great Salt Lake NFL District and the president of the Utah Debate Coaches 
Association. This year Coach Shackelford hosted several tournaments, mentored new coaches, 
and was the state representative to the UHSAA. When asked why he does so much, he 
replied, “A strong debate community is not only good for the state, it’s good for our students 
who use local tournaments to grow and prepare for national ones.” He added, “None of that 
would be possible without many selfless and dedicated individuals across the state.”

GOING GREEN
Debaters are trained to advocate for change and our topics often center on improving the 
environment. This year the team decided to do more than “just talk” when they challenged 
themselves to implement the school’s longstanding vow to be more sustainable by going 
“paperless.” This meant that all evidence and arguments would have to be created, stored, and 
read from laptops in the debate. Considering that each debate partnership used to have all 
their evidence printed out and kept in giant storage tubs, going paperless saved a ton of paper. 
In fact, this year there are over 500 different case documents in the debate library and some of 
these documents are over 100 pages long. We didn’t do the math, but hundreds of trees were 
probably saved.
 When freshman Aaron Friedman ’15, was asked about paperless debate, he said, 
“The transition was difficult, but in the process, we discovered new and creative ways to 
use technology.” For example, the team uses a shared Dropbox, custom Word programs, 
Wikispace websites, and even brings collapsible presentation stands as podiums to use in their 
rounds. Aaron added, “Plus, now I don’t have to carry around those heavy tubs!” Overall, 
greening the debate team was not only cost-effective, it made debating more convenient and 
more sustainable.

MEASURING SUCCESS IN MORE WAYS THAN WINS
Debate at Rowland Hall

HARD WORK YIELDS 
REWARDS
Each day, members of the Rowland 
Hall debate team engage in research, 
speaking drills, practice rounds, and 
strategy discussions, working hard to 
achieve a competitive edge. Students 
attend debate camp over the summer 
and workshops over holidays. Rowland 
Hall students have chosen to take extra 
time and effort to excel in an activity 
that provides skills portable to other 
aspects of life.

Mike Shackelford
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 Debate provides an enticing forum for intellectual stimulation. Members of the 
debate team promote advocacies and interrogate the very assumptions upon which 
decisions are made. They push themselves to think critically, while talking at rapid 
speeds, and to make judgments in a limited amount of time. After participating in 
debate, students are able to research more effectively and possess excellent verbal 
and written communication skills. Senior Caroline Nielsen ’13 remarked, “I feel 
that debating has given me an edge over my peers in many areas.”
 Rowland Hall debaters also develop the confidence to speak up, speak out, and 
create change, as evidenced in the team’s involvement in many service projects. 
Additionally, these students cultivate a strong work ethic and motivation to succeed. 
Whether the members of the Rowland Hall debate team continue to pursue the 
activity in the future, they are always well prepared to take on future careers and 
academic pursuits.

Freshmen Camila Reed-Guevara and Claire Wang

Top Row: Sam Jackson, Kyle Cowdrey, Omar Mian, Zach Carlisle, Megan Scaglione, Gabriela Rosenada, Karim Shaaban, Bryce Baker, Spencer Jordan, Joe Diehl, Cameron Ballard, Ethan Arsht, Alex Ho,
Matt Bernstein, Joseph Oh. Second Row: Dylan Zanker, Christopher Sundquist, Jacob Tucker, Annie White, Hope DeLap, Caroline Nielsen, Austen Van Burns, Elliot Kovnick, Harold Aaronson, Eli Fuhrman, 
Cory Abdalla. Third Row: Nikita Abraham, Emily Sundquist, Marisa Eng, Julia Goldman, Harry Stone, Sam Ball, Chase Pope, Corinne Sugino, Monet Nielsen. Bottom Row: Coach Mike Shackelford, Josh Cole, 
Aaron Friedman, Zach Levinthal, Claire Wang, Camila Reed-Guevara, Ling Ritter. Not Pictured: Sarah Mian, Scott Silverstein, Nitika Reddy, Matthew Zehner, Colby Russo-Hatch.

OUR TOPICS
Policy Debate Topic
The United States federal government should 
substantially increase its exploration and/
or development of space beyond the Earth’s 
mesosphere. (2011-2012)

Lincoln Douglas Debate Topics
Resolved: Justice requires the recognition of animal 
rights. (Sept/Oct 2011)
Resolved: Individuals have a moral obligation to 
assist people in need. (Nov/Dec 2011)
Resolved: It is morally permissible for victims to 
use deadly force as a deliberate response to repeated 
domestic violence. (Jan/Feb 2012)

Public Forum Debate Topics
Direct popular vote should replace electoral vote in 
presidential elections. (Nov 2011)
In the United States, current income disparities 
threaten democratic ideals. (Dec 2011)
Resolved: The costs of a college education 
outweigh the benefits. (Jan 2012)

Check out the debate team website for more info.
https://sites.google.com/a/rowlandhall.org/debate/
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DEBATE SEASON AWARDS

Young Lawyers, Highland HS, October 1-2, 2011
Cameron Ballard ’13 – Championship in Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Austen Van Burns ’13 and Ethan Arsht ’13 – Championship in Policy Debate
Kyle Cowdrey ’13 and Sam Jackson ’12 – Championship in Public Forum Debate
1st Speaker Overall – Corrine Sugino ’13

University of Utah Invitational, October 7-8, 2011
Camila Reed-Guevara ’15 and Claire Wang ’15 – Championship in Novice
Policy Debate

Leopard Leap, East HS, October 21-22, 2011
Cameron Ballard ’13 – Championship in Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Drew Maggelet ’13 and Matt Bernstein ’13 – 3rd Place in Public Forum Debate

University of Southern California, November 4-6, 2011
Caroline Nielsen ’12 and Austen Van Burns ’13 – 3rd in Policy Debate
Julia Goldman ’14 and Emily Sundquist ’14 – Championship in JV Policy Debate
1st Speaker Overall – Elliot Kovnick ’15

Utah Speech Arts Classic, Skyline HS, November 11-12, 2011
Nels Ballard ’12 and Alex Ho ’13 – Championship in Public Forum Debate
Dylan Zanker ’13 and Austen Van Burns ’13 – 2nd Place in Policy Debate
Jacob Tucker ’12 and Ethan Arsht ’13 – 3rd Place in Policy Debate

Silver & Black, Alta HS, December 1-3, 2011
Caroline Nielsen ’12 and Austen Van Burns ’13 – 3rd Place in Policy Debate
Sam Jackson ’12, Kyle Cowdrey ’13, Nels Ballard ’12, and Alex Ho ’13 – 
Octofinalists in Public Forum Debate

Woods Cross Select, Woods Cross HS, December 9, 2011
Megan Scaglione ’13 and Gabriela Rosenada ’13 – Championship in
Public Forum
Sarah Mian ’12 – Co-Champion in Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Camila Reed-Guevara ’15 and Claire Wang ’15 – Championship in Policy Debate

Copper Classic & Round Robin, Bingham HS, January 13-14, 2012
Annie White ’12 and Claire Wang ’15 – Championship in Policy Debate
Sam Jackson ’12 and Kyle Cowdrey ’13 – Championship in Public Forum Debate

Warrior Wars, Taylorsville HS, January 20, 2012
Cory Abdalla ’15 and Emily Sundquist ’14 – Championship in Policy Debate
Karim Shaaban ’14 and Marisa Eng ’14 – 2nd Place in Public Forum Debate

Golden Desert Invitational, UNLV, February 3-5, 2012
Hope DeLap ’12, Jacob Tucker ’12, Annie White ’12 and Chris Sundquist ’12, – 
Octofinalist in Policy Debate
Sam Jackson ’12, Kyle Cowdrey ’13, Alex Ho ’13, and Nels Ballard ’12 – Double 
Octofinalists in Public Forum Debate
Camila Reed-Guevara ’15 and Claire Wang ’15 – 3rd Place Novice Policy Debate

Region, Stansbury HS, February 25, 2012
Region Champions!

Nels Ballard and Alex Ho

Sam Jackson and Kyle Cowdrey
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Upper School physics teacher Robin Hori is a veteran science educator 
with a master’s degree in science and 30 years experience teaching at schools 
in Hawaii, Arizona, and Florida. Now in his fourth year at Rowland 
Hall teaching Physics I and II and Advanced Placement Physics, Robin’s 
innovative classes have become increasingly popular and over 90 percent of 
students in grades 11 and 12 take physics. Robin credits the popularity of 
these classes to a teaching approach of guided inquiry he learned at Arizona 
State University 20 years ago, known as “modeling physics.”
     “Back in my tenth year of teaching,” Robin says shaking his head, “the 
students were always struggling and I just assumed they weren’t studying 
enough, or not taking the right kind of notes. Then one day as I reviewed 
some particularly poor scores, I thought, ’Hey, maybe it’s me.’ ”
     While Robin was contemplating this disconnect, he heard about an 
education reform program at Arizona State University called Modeling 
Physics. “This methodology was supported by data which demonstrated 
that students who learn though a process of guided inquiry have a better 
understanding of the material,” Robin says.
     The ASU course would permanently 
change Robin’s approach to teaching and 
reignite his enthusiasm for a subject and 
profession he loved. “I went from the 
traditional guy at the chalk board with all of 
the answers, to using a method that requires 
me to consciously and continually inquire, 
’What do these students know, and how do 
they show me what they know?’” 
     Modeling physics resembles authentic 
scientific research rather than classroom fact 
lectures, and the guided inquiry approach 
is the method by which groups of students 
conduct investigations and develop different models to solve problems. 
They then publish their work to the class using large white boards on which 
they illustrate descriptive, pictorial, graphical, and symbolic models of the 
problem.
     “We do a lab and we see what the lab tells us,” Robin explains, “and then 
we introduce the topics behind it. It is very collaborative. I ask the students 
to help each other with the homework and with the lab. The majority of 
teaching in class is done by the students.”
     White boards filled with equations line the walls of the physics room. 
Students collect the data, they draw the graph based on the data, and 

HOW TEACHING AND LEARNING ARE CHANGING…NOW

“Students appreciate that they are allowed to think 

and solve a problem the way they see fit instead of 

the way they’ve memorized from a lecture or textbook, 

and the kids learn to trust that if you understand 

something, you know it.”

they create the mathematical expression based on 
the graph. “This way, they’ve discovered the actual 
mathematical model used in physics to find force. So 
rather than a teacher telling them what the equation 
is, students actually develop it,” Robin explains. “They 
have ownership, so when they draw the force equals 
displacement graph they have a deeper understanding 
of what it all means.”
     When it comes to AP Physics the class is accelerated 
and certain material must be covered in order to 
prepare students for the AP test. “Usually these students 
are also in AB and BC calculus, and, therefore, they 
recognize how to use calculus in physics, and are 
comfortable with the math. So their conversations in 
class are purely math and science,” Robin says, “but 
that doesn’t change my essential approach.”

     However, in physics classes where students may be 
less comfortable with the math, Robin says, “The kids 
often can become pretty frustrated, so my job is to help 
them recognize that they have the skills, and they just 
need to apply them.”
     To prove to students that they do have the skills, 
Robin sets up a projectile motion experiment predicting 
where a ball is going to land from a particular height. 
On their white boards, and using guided inquiry, the 
students calculate the formula and the ball lands right 
in the cup. “So when it works out and they realize that 
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Robin Hori
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they have crunched all the numbers correctly, these students 
feel successful,” Robin said. “And they can explain what all the 
numbers mean and why they’re significant.”
     Robin also thinks outside the box when it comes to 
homework. “Why have students do 50 problems every night? 
I’ll give them ten, because to me it is more important that they 
understand how to do the problems, than to repetitively crunch 
numbers. I’m more interested in the kids’ understanding of what 
they’re doing rather than trying to cover as many chapters as 
possible.”
     Modeling of Physics is based on the philosophy that if 
students understand and internalize fundamentals, they will 
then intuitively begin to recognize how these components fit 
together. “Kids appreciate that they are allowed to think and 
solve a problem the way they see fit instead of the way they’ve 
memorized from a lecture or textbook,” Robin said, “and the kids 
learn to trust that if you understand something, you know it.”  
     Last year, Robin received funding from the Marquardt Award 
for Faculty Development, to introduce robotics to Upper School 
students. His curriculum, from the Robotics Academy developed 
by Carnegie Mellon University, helps students develop a basic 
understanding of the robotic hardware and software through 
experimentation. The budding robotics program at Rowland 

WHAT IS MODELING PHYSICS?
A curriculum design and teaching methodology 
guided by A Modeling Theory of Physics Instruction, 
the focus of educational research by David 
Hestenes and collaborators since 1980 at Arizona 
State University. Implementation through 
Modeling Workshops for high school teachers was 
supported by grants from the National Science 
Foundation from 1989 to 2005. The documented 
success of workshops and the enthusiastic response 
of teachers stimulated institutionalization and 
expansion of the program through increased 
involvement of university physics departments.

Hall is a result of the interest of two seniors Anna Smith and 
Nguyen (Mimi) Hoang. The young women have built a robot in 
the after-school club, and are working on programming the robot 
with a light-tracking sensor. Robin says, “Both are imaginative, 
motivated, and active learners.” Anna is applying to post-secondary 
institutions that have robotic/engineering programs, and Mimi is 
looking at schools that will allow her to pursue her interest in art, 
engineering, and robotics. 
     “I don’t think there are gender issues here in science 
instruction,” Robin says, “All the kids are willing to share 
their expertise – everyone wants to do well and no one is in a 
competition to climb over the other students to achieve. If a 
student has the expertise he or she is willing to share it.”
     Without the pressures associated with memorizing long lists 
of facts and because of the accepting atmosphere of collaborative 
learning, students are able to learn and retain the concepts of 
physics. “It’s all about making an inquiry, and working on it 
together until we discover if it is right or wrong,” Robin says. “It 
doesn’t get any better than that.”

Robin Hori with Maddie Strait and Carson Lyness 

Robin Hori
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A New York Times article, “Why Science Majors Change Their Minds 
(It’s Just So Darn Hard)” by Christopher Drew, November 2011

An article in the education supplement of the New York Times 
investigated the troubling rate at which high-achieving students in the 
U.S. change their majors from science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) to less challenging majors. Is it really so hard, or is it the 
way it is taught?
 “The National Science Board, a public advisory body, warned in 
the mid-1980s that students interested in science and math quickly 
lose sight of why they wanted to be scientists and engineers because 
of a lack of hands-on, authentic experience in the classroom. Research 
confirmed in the 1990s that students learn more by grappling with 
open-ended problems, like creating a computer game or designing 
an alternative energy system, than listening to lectures. While the 
National Science Foundation went on to finance pilot courses that 
employed interactive projects, when the money dried up, so did most 
of the courses. Lecture classes are far cheaper to produce, and top 
professors are focused on bringing in research grants, not teaching 
undergraduates.”
 The article went on to compare graduation rates between colleges 
that have reformed approaches to STEM curriculum and ones 
that haven’t. The results: “Worcester Polytechnic Institute (WPI) 
in Massachusetts, one of the nation’s oldest technological schools, 

This year Rowland Hall launched a pilot one-to-one iPad program 
designed to enhance student learning, and fifth graders were the proud 
recipients of the new technology. Faculty and students enthusiastically 
embraced the goals of the pilot project, and within the first six 
months of use, measurable results are in: test scores increased, reading 
comprehension dramatically improved, and overall student engagement 
was on the rise.
 In February, teacher Sarah Button reported that, “Most students 
received a score of 95 percent or above on the first quiz of material in 
the novel we’re currently reading. We rarely see that!”
 We are only beginning to tap into the potential of the iPad as a 
teaching tool of the future. Patrick Godfrey, director of technology, 

has taken the idea of projects to heart. While it still expects 
students to push their way through standard engineering 
and science classes, it ripped up its traditional curriculum in 
the 1970s to make room for extensive research, design, and 
social-service projects by juniors and seniors, including many 
conducted on trips with professors overseas. In 2007, it added 
optional freshman projects focused on world problems like 
hunger or disease.”
 In general, roughly 40 percent of students planning 
engineering and science majors end up switching to other 
subjects or failing to get any degree. The project-driven science 
curriculum at WPI has a different outcome – 74 percent of 
STEM majors earned bachelor’s degrees within four years and 
80 percent by six years.
 Teachers say they have been surprised by the sophistication 
of some of the freshmen projects at WPI, like a device to 
harvest kinetic energy that is now being patented. But the 
main goals are to enable students to work closely with faculty 
members, build confidence, and promote teamwork. Women, 
in particular, are more likely to stick to science majors that use 
the project approach. Studies demonstrate that women want 
their schoolwork to be connected to helping people, and the 
projects help them feel more comfortable in STEM fields.

FIFTH GRADERS PILOT THE iPAD

championed the program, just as he did the successful one-to-
one laptop program in the high school. “When the iPad came 
out,” he says, “we immediately recognized what an amazing 
tool it would be for education – especially for our young 
students for whom technology is a native language – and we 
really wanted to use this tool as an enhancement to what was 
already being taught in the classrooms.”
 Some key benefits of learning on the iPad include the 
instantaneous ability of students to see three-dimensional 
representations of systems in the sciences that may be 
otherwise difficult to visualize. They are also able to readily 
access reliable online sources when encountering unfamiliar 
words or concepts. The iPads allow for much greater 
individually guided learning by students and enhance our 
teachers’ ability to assess student learning in a much more 
timely and direct way.
 What do students like about the iPad? Some say math is 
more fun and notetaking is more efficient and can be done 
while still looking at the content. Teachers are able to observe 
students’ learning styles more closely, and students feel 
empowered to show teachers new information they discover on 
the iPad.
 According to Head of School Alan Sparrow, “As part of the 
ongoing curriculum development process at Rowland Hall, 
technology is seen as an important tool to enhance learning. 
As technology and online curriculum develop, we know there 
will be much in store for our students who will graduate into a 
totally wired, information-rich world.”

Austin Topham
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AT ROWLAND HALL
By Margaret Rose, Lower School Assistant Principal

One of the hallmarks of Rowland Hall is the strength 
of its curriculum, taught by an outstanding, dedicated 
faculty. It’s a tradition and reputation we take seriously 
and are constantly striving to improve. One way to assist 
teachers and ensure quality is to have a well-designed and 
thoughtful curriculum from PreK through grade 12. Over 

the last several years, our administration and faculty have created, refined, 
or adopted standards and benchmarks for each content area, improved the 
articulation of curriculum between divisions, and philosophically aligned 
them to better achieve the goals set forward in our mission. The teachers 
have a willingness to examine content, skills, and practices, and entertain 
discussions that help refine and improve the work of the school.
 The mission of a school should drive what is taught in the classrooms, 
and by extension, the curriculum of a school is the vehicle that moves us 
toward accomplishing “a college preparatory program that promotes the 
pursuit of academic and personal excellence.” It is with this “end” in mind 
that we have been asking ourselves questions such as, “Does our curriculum 
reflect our mission related goals?” “What are we seeking to achieve, and 
what does it mean to graduate from this school?” We believe, as Jay 
McTighe states, “that 21st century schooling is determined not by the time 
students have put in, but rather by the capacities developed in students.”
 Understanding by Design (UbD) is a school-wide system that we have 
adopted for reflecting on and developing mission-centered curriculum. 
UbD is used by many schools and districts around the world. It is a way of 
thinking about and designing curriculum. It is not a curriculum, nor does 
it include any content. UbD, the signature work of Jay McTighe and Grant 
Wiggins, has evolved over many years and assisted schools in collaboratively 
creating greater clarity about the ultimate goals for student learning.
 

Learning for understanding requires that curriculum 
and instruction address three different but interrelated 
academic goals, helping students to:
 1. acquire important information and skills
 2. make meaning of that content
 3. effectively transfer their learning to new situations   
     within school and beyond.
 Rowland Hall began working with a UbD consultant 
last year. Teachers have embraced the opportunity to 
work together, think deeply and collectively about their 
respective content areas, and improve curriculum.
 Another key collaborative tool that we have recently 
incorporated is Atlas Curriculum Mapping, an online 
system for “housing” our curriculum. Atlas utilizes the 
Understanding by Design approach and provides a 
powerful way for teachers to plan their courses, work 
together on unit plans and lessons, save resources in one 
location, and search a worldwide database for unit plans 
in their respective content areas and grade levels. It also 
allows us to search our school database; analyze plans for 
certain skills, concepts or content; and identify strengths 
and areas needing improvement.
 With the teachers and administration working together, 
along with the resources of Atlas and UbD, our school 
community is deliberately and formally committed to 
continually improving our curriculum in an ongoing 
pursuit of educational excellence.

“By using the essential questions modeled 
in Understanding by Design, we have more 
successfully prepared our students for the 
authentic task of independent research.”

Eighth grade scientist Rustin Armknecht sets uo diffusion experiment

Fourth grade field study



18 ROWLAND HALL

STARTING WITH THE OBJECTIVES FOR LEARNING
UbD in Action

Recognizing the importance of research in one’s academic career, our English 
department has methodically worked to scaffold skills and delineate the 
process of research before asking students to apply those skills. For instance, 
students are guided in their research to ask the right questions as they 
gather their sources: Where does this source come from? How do I know 
if it is valid and reliable? How do we use these sources to further our own 
arguments? In sophomore English, for instance, Dr. Kate Taylor assigns 
a sample scholarly essay and models how to interrogate it, mining it for 
relevant insights. She then asks her students to find two more sources and 
synthesize all three into a researched definition of a genre. In junior English, 
Kody Partridge builds upon her eleventh graders’ skill sets by guiding 
students through a sample of an annotated bibliography so they understand 
its essential components. Then, her juniors are required to gather research, 
read each article with care, and compose their own bibliography. The 
bibliography must reflect the students’ abilities to evaluate each source for 
credibility and relevance to their research project. According to Dr. Taylor, 
“By using the essential questions modeled in Understanding by Design, 
we have more successfully prepared our students for the authentic task of 
independent research.”
 Last year, fourth grade teachers Rebecca Filion and Erika McCarthy 
traveled to an Understanding by Design workshop in San Francisco, taking 
with them the curriculum for their language arts unit. They returned with 
the same curriculum content, but arranged in a completely different order.
 “The training in UbD gave us an opportunity to organize the unit by 
starting with the objectives for learning,” Erika said.
 In the past, fourth grade students began each language arts unit reading 
a full-length novel, and simultaneously studying the specific aspects of the 
literary genre. But after the UbD workshop, the fourth grade team decided 

to teach their literature unit on mysteries a little 
differently. 
 “We started with shorter mystery stories while 
teaching the concepts of prediction and looking for 
clues,” Rebecca said, “So when we ended the unit 
with the more difficult task of reading a full-length 
novel, the students were able to better understand 
and take ownership of the material.”
 The teaching team of Erika, Rebecca, Carolyn 
Schabel, and Jodi Spiro also now use the UbD 
approach to organize and synchronize their teaching. 
Analyzing the themes and objectives of each unit 
creates an enduring understanding of the unit and 
extends the knowledge into other academic areas of 
study, including character education programs.
 “We’re not reinventing the wheel with UbD,” 
Erika said. “We took our unit and just tweaked it. It’s 
smart to stop and look at the unit as a whole instead 
of piece by piece, and remind ourselves of the essence 
of the material.”Middle School

Beginning School

Upper School
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM: TAKING IT TO THE STREETS

As part of the Upper School’s new Beyond the Classroom (BTC) program 
sophomores visited a DNA lab at the University of Utah. The Salt Lake 
Tribune told the story this way: “Students spent the morning learning about 
microscopy, a lesson that included examining green fluorescent proteins on 
a computer screen with the help of a half-million-dollar microscope. Senior 
lab specialist, Matt Curtiss, said the research is significant in neuroscience 
and cancer studies. ‘Although we do basic research,’ Curtiss told the group 
of Rowland Hall sophomores, ‘we have to link it to what society feels is 
worthwhile.’
 One of the students who visited the lab was Anna Hardy, an international 
student from Hamilton, New Zealand. Hardy said she was excited to get to 
see what cells actually look like. Although she is uncertain about what career 
path to pursue, she said the trip to the lab helped her out.
 According to Dana Sowby, associate director of career services at the 
University of Utah, ‘College and career paths often overlap, so it’s a good idea 
for high schoolers to get practical experiences before they decide on a course 
of study. Career development is a process, creating an opportunity to learn 
and grow,’ Sowby added, ‘Students who are exposed to opportunities such as 
Beyond the Classroom can develop good decision-making,’ she said.
 Peter Hayes, veteran ninth grade biology teacher and supervisor of the lab 
expedition, said this opportunity exposed kids to different aspects of science. 
‘The wisdom of Beyond the Classroom is to give the kids choices,’ Peter said. 
‘It allows them to better create their futures.’ Upper School principal Lee 
Thomsen added, ‘The best experiences are the ones where the students get to 
dive in and get their hands dirty.”
 The Upper School’s new Beyond the Classroom (BTC) program is just 
a year in the making, yet excitement is mounting as the program gels and 
students and faculty report on their experiences in the field. One of the 
purposes of BTC is to take advantage of the many connections Rowland 
Hall has with business and service organizations in the Salt Lake community, 
especially those of our alumni, for the benefit of furthering student learning. 
Most importantly, it is designed to introduce students, over their four years 
of high school, to real-world experiences that might ignite excitement and a 
focus for their future college and professional lives. 
 Sequenced over the four-year lifespan of a high school student, Beyond the 
Classroom will take freshmen, sophomores, and juniors off-campus for one 
school day each trimester as they explore possible career paths, learn life skills, 
and develop leadership skills through projects in our greater community. BTC 
in the senior year requires a 10-day internship intended to be the capstone 
of a student’s integrated BTC experience. All of our current students, ninth 
through twelfth grade, are participating in this learning-in-the-field program 
during this pilot year, while just a handful of seniors are participating in 
internships. 
 The senior internship will occur during the time period between 
completion of Advanced Placement exams and the twelfth grade 
commencement ceremony. Students will spend half days in fall, winter, and 
spring building relationships with the mentor on site so that the internship 
starts in earnest in May. For this pilot year, seniors will present their 
experience to underclassmen in a morning meeting before graduation. They 
will also submit a reflection essay that is required for graduation. Next year 
all seniors will be expected to participate in the culminating internship that 
completes the BTC graduation requirement.

A SENIOR’S BTC STORY
Charis Benjamin is one of the seniors hard 
at work on her BTC internship. 
This is what Charis had to say:
 “I am interested in the medical field as a 
profession, and so I looked for an internship 
that would help me learn more about this 
field. I have a love for teaching and sharing 
information with others, and, as a result, 
part of my internship involves teaching 
young adults about health issues that pertain 
to their daily lives. I have also been able to 
spend time in local clinics in Salt Lake City 
and West Valley to shadow nurses and learn 
more about the daily responsibilities and 
schedules of physicians.
 I am a part of the Teen Council program 
at Planned Parenthood. This council is 
comprised of teen educators who are trained 
and later teach at schools, community service 
groups, church groups, and universities in 
the Salt Lake area. I extended this program 
to not only teach, but since I was interested 
in the more clinical/professional side, to 
also shadow in the clinics. This helped me 
establish the internship side of the BTC. 
 Thus far, I am interested in becoming an 
OB/GYN, and so this interest dictated the 
types of places I visited. I wanted to learn 
as much about this field as I could while in 
high school because I know medical school 
is a long road. I also am interested in being 
a professor of medicine, and so I love to find 
opportunities to teach about health issues. 
 I am, however, keeping my options 
open always. I am fairly set on becoming 
a physician of some sort, but there are so 
many different fields to go into it would be a 
shame to focus in on one too soon.”
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MORE ABOUT THE JUNIOR YEAR’S PROJECT 11
“What is your passion? What is your concern? What difference do 
you want to make in our community and the world?” These are 
daunting questions for anyone at any age, but this year’s juniors are 
discovering the answers for themselves through the junior year BTC 
program, Project 11.
 Project 11 requires each eleventh grade student to make a 
commitment of 25 hours of service to a local non-profit organization 
of their choice. “We want the students to choose an organization 
that is in alignment with who they are and what they care about,” 
said Sofia Gorder, Upper School dance teacher and one of the 
Project 11 faculty advisors.
 The year began with students researching a contemporary 
issue of their choice in U.S. history and writing cover letters and 
resumés in English classes. In addition to learning about the needs 
of our community and the importance of volunteering, students 
are learning valuable job skills and how to navigate independently 
outside of Rowland Hall.
 “For my Project 11, I have been working at the English Skills 
Learning Center (ESLC), a nonprofit that teaches English to 
newcomers to the United States. Two days a week, I help prepare a 
refugee from Somalia for her citizenship test by working on civics 
questions and English skills,” explained junior Eleanor Layfield. 
“I’ve learned a lot about the American citizenship process and what 
life is like for immigrants in America. Working for ESLC means 
that I have to be engaged with the people that I meet, something 
that puts me outside of my comfort zone. Though I find teaching 
English hard, I feel very privileged to be able to do it.”
 Students are working with a wide variety of organizations 
including the Bike Collective, the Leonardo, SpyHop, American 
Red Cross, Camp K, Salt Lake Arts Center, Ten Thousand Villages, 
Mountain View Elementary School, the Governor of Utah’s office, 
Living Planet Aquarium, Furburbia, Recycle Utah, Youth City 
Government, Girls on the Run, Planned Parenthood, the Salt 
Lake Mayor’s office, the American Civil Liberties Union of Utah, 
The Mundi Project, Crossroads Urban Center, Eagle Eyes, Good 
Samaritan Program, Special Olympics, National Ability Center, 
Volunteers of America, and Primary Children’s Hospital.
 Junior Chase Pope chose Breathe Utah for his Project 11 and 
worked on a bill to amend driver’s education curriculum to include 
an environmental education module. 
 “My work in this process includes lots of behind the scenes 
research about current air quality issues in Utah and across the 
United States. I also did preliminary research as to what’s already 
in drivers’ ed. curriculum and determined which organization 
is in charge of the curriculum. I helped brainstorm ideas for the 
resolution that was being proposed as well. I’ve had a few interviews, 
most notably on KUER, where I was asked questions about my 
involvement and what I hope to accomplish through the bill. The 
experience that I’ve gotten from Project 11 is invaluable. I’ve learned 
a great deal about the political process on the state level as well as 
what goes on behind the scenes of legislation. This education will 
undoubtedly serve me well as I go out into the world after high 
school and college.”
 Though this is only the first year of Project 11, the positive 
response to the work they are doing and the equally positive 
response from community organizations signals that Project 11 will 
be a lasting tradition that supports students in learning how to live 
our school’s mission “to lead ethical and productive lives.”

PROJECT 11 REVELATIONS
“I love the Children’s Center. I find it to be inspiring—
the kids have been through so much, have so many 
challenges, but the teachers and the philosophy of 
the Children’s Center are phenomenal. I love that 
the teachers only use positive statements to help the 
children with their behavior. Being positive with one 
another, this one little thing can change all relationships 
between people.” 
  Maci deBlanc, 
  Project 11 at the Children’s Center

“It is always good to volunteer because you learn about 
responsibility and what it means to work.”
  Cameron Ballard, 
  Project 11 at the Malileh Free Clinic

“I’m taking gifts from Ten Thousand Villages to my 
family when I go back to Germany. I wanted to take 
them something that represented my time here, and 
my experience working at Ten Thousand Villages was a 
highlight of my time in the United States. I loved it.” 
  Manisha Haag, exchange student,   
  Project 11 at Ten Thousand Villages

“I have learned so much about politics from my Project 
11. I learned just how much the government watches 
its actions. Everything is filed, everything is checked, 
everything that gets done must have five copies stored, 
checked, edited. It has taught me about how to act in 
a formal work environment as well. You can only say 
certain things, and you have to watch how you act and 
maintain a professional attitude.”
  Breezy Johnson, 
  Project 11 in the Governor of Utah’s   
  Communications Department



2012 REVIEW    21

A NOTE FROM LIBBY

BOARD VOTES TO PROCEED WITH BUILDING FIELDS

The Development Office is incredibly encouraged 
every day by your incredible outpouring of 
generosity on so many fundraising fronts. So many 
of the great programs we offer, not to mention 
the competitiveness of our teachers’ salaries, are 
made possible by gifts made by you, our parents, 
grandparents, former parents, alumni, and friends.
     We hope you’ve marked your calendars for the 
2012 Auction to be held on Saturday, November 3.
The proceeds from this auction are earmarked to
benefit the building projects on the Steiner 
Campus. Many thanks to Laura and Trey O’Neal 
for graciously agreeing to chair this year’s gala event, 
and to Muffy Ferro and Marianne Moyle, for all 
their organization and hard work as solicitation 
chairs. We hope everyone in our community will 
find a way to participate!
     We are so heartened by the early success of the 
Capital Campaign and hope you felt the same when 
you received the first Capital Campaign newsletter 
in the mail last month. Progress is being made and 
everyone will play a part in this project that will 
serve not only current Rowland Hall students, but 
many generations to come. Watch your mail for a 
second newsletter with more exciting developments.

On Thursday, March 8, the Board of Trustees discussed and answered the much-
asked question, “When will we start building the new campus?” With financial 
data, a pledge payment schedule, information from our construction advisor, and 
our architects playing a vital role in the discussion, the board voted that:

At the final discretion of the Finance Committee, Rowland Hall’s Board of Trustees 
authorizes construction of Phase 1A (infrastructure and fields) of the Steiner Campus 
to proceed as soon as pledges for the full expected cost of Phase 1A ($6million) are 
obtained, and 50 to 67 percent of the pledged amount is held as cash-on-hand. 

The Campaign Steering Committee is optimistic, given the continued success 
with fundraising. When we raise the need $2.9 million to reach the $6 million 
Phase 1A goal – we hope by March 2013 – we could have fields ready for play by 
fall of 2013! To make a pledge or to request more information about the Capital 
Campaign, please contact Director of Development Libby Ellis.
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TUITION DOESN’T COVER IT ALL…

The Annual Fund is a line item in the school’s budget and makes up approximately 
five percent of the annual operating budget.

The Annual Fund impacts every child, every day.  It supports our ability to provide 
an extraordinary learning environment with talented teachers, specialty programs, 
the arts, music, technology and the things that set Rowland Hall apart.

GIFTS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

EVERY GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND GIVE TODAY.

$1,000,000

$900,000
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FUNDS RAISED TO DATE:
$712,584

To give online please visit 
www.rowlandhall.org/support
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IT’S COOL TO BE AN ECO-SCHOOL
By Sustainability Director Mary McIntyre

Upper School science and health teacher Rob Wilson is an author on a paper published in the University of Utah’s 
health and science publication, “Utah’s Health, An Annual Review 2011,” for his contribution to an article concerning 
radon awareness (page 58). The project was conducted by Rob’s sustainability class of 2009-2010, and included 
students Lea Petracca ’10, Stockton Radman ’10, Carson Huiskamp ’10, and Alex Baer ’10. 
 Rob worked with the Huntsman Cancer Institute, Dr. Akerley (Ryan ’03, Dylan ’06, and Olivia ’07,) and The 
Department of Environmental Quality to design this study. The publication is a peer-reviewed journal and statistical 
update focusing on the issues timely to the health of Utah’s population.

MEATLESS MONDAYS
Meatless Mondays, part of a national initiative, has been adopted 
by Rowland Hall and has become a part of the weekly menus 
on both campuses. This has enabled us to participate in a global 
nutritional campaign that fits with our own school endeavors to 
improve the quality of the food we offer in our cafeterias while 
ensuring choices that are both nutritional and delicious. Meatless 
Mondays is a public health awareness campaign backed by the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health’s Center 
for a Livable Future and endorsed by an additional 30 schools 
of public health. Extensive studies have been conducted on the 
health benefits of eliminating meat from our diet just one day 
per week. Some of the health benefits include: limiting cancer 
risk, reducing heart disease, fighting diabetes, and curbing 
obesity. In addition to the health benefits of this campaign, there 
are environmental benefits, too. These benefits include: reducing 
our carbon footprint, minimizing water usage, and helping to 
reduce fossil fuel dependence.

BREATHE EASIER
Rowland Hall and Breathe Utah co-sponsored an event in February 
to teach the community about air quality, to review air quality 
guidelines for students’ recess, and to provide an overview of 
Rowland Hall’s no-idling campaigns as well as no-idling campaigns 
of other organizations.
 Breathe Utah is a group of citizens and professionals with 
experience and expertise in the scientific, medical, legal, and 
communication aspects of air quality in Utah. Michelle Hofmann, 
M.D., MPH, a pediatrician and medical director of Riverton 
Hospital’s Children’s Unit operated by Primary Children’s Medical 
Center, made a compelling presentation, along with others from 
Breathe Utah and Rowland Hall. In addition to her professional 
and public sector work on air quality issues, Dr. Hofmann is an 
ongoing member of the Utah Department of Health’s Asthma Task 
Force and has worked collaboratively with the Utah Departments 
of Health and Environmental Quality in creating PM2.5 school 
recess guidelines and recommendations for outdoor physical 
activity during ozone season.



24 ROWLAND HALL

COMPOSTING UPDATE
With the installation of our Earth Tub composter last 
September at the McCarthey Campus we have been 
able to significantly increase the school’s composting 
efforts. The Earth Tub is a small scale, completely 
enclosed, in-vessel composting system designed 
specifically for on-site composting of food wastes. 
Complete with a bio-filter for odor processing and 
control, this system provides a school-friendly, efficient 
composting technology. Not only are we able to 
collect all of our food preparation scraps from both 
kitchens, but we are also able to collect and compost 
the vegetable and food scraps from student lunches at 
the McCarthey Campus cafeteria. The Lincoln Street 
cafeteria food scraps will be collected and composted as 
soon as operational logistics are finalized.
 For on-site composting, the Earth Tub is capable of 
processing as little as 40 lbs (20 kg) per day or as much 
as 150 lbs (75 kg) per day of food scraps. The modular 
design of the system allows it to be adapted to a wide 
variety of applications and configurations, giving us 
flexibility with how much we process and how often 
material can be added and removed.
 When we first started our program the scraps 
were collected weekly by Momentum Recycling and 
then delivered to a company called Eco-Scraps for 
composting and processing. We did not get to use the 
finished product. With the Earth Tub our students will 
now be able to observe the full cycle of composting of 
our cafeteria scraps. The finished material will be used 
in our school gardens, as well as sold at the third grade 
plant sale each May.

We are extremely grateful for the generosity of the 
individuals and organizations who made the purchase 
of the Earth Tub possible. We would have been unable to 
expand our composting program without their help.

  Ellen Donovan
  Tricia Petzold
  Emily Smith
  Anna Topham
  Katie Turnbull
  Sarah Uram
  The Environs Club of 2010
  Rio Tinto Grant

For additional information about any of our 
sustainability efforts, please contact Director of 
Sustainability and Food Services Mary McIntyre at 
marymcintyre@rowlandhall.org or 801-355-7485.

Earth Tub

Lower School students help with composting in the dining hall
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ROWMARKREMARKS

ROWMARK CELEBRATES 30TH YEAR
We are celebrating and are fondly reflecting back to 1982 when 
co-founders Olle Larsson and Dr. Carl Kjeldsberg approached 
Rowland Hall to begin the first ski academy in the Western United 
States. It has been quite a ride. I have been very fortunate to have 
directed the Rowmark program for the past 10 years and I realize 
more and more what a great “job” it is to work with motivated 
student-athletes. It is certainly a special opportunity to guide their 
ski racing and academic development and most importantly to help 
shape their lives and give them opportunities to learn to become 
honest, kind leaders and contributing members of society. We 
chase them out of their comfort zone and marvel at how they adapt 
to and overcome the challenges that confront them. We watch 
them fail, succeed, grow, and mature. The current school year and 
competition season have been no different.  

Rowmark Team at fall training camp at Loveland, November 2011

By Rowmark Ski Academy Program Director Todd Brickson

OFF-SEASON SKI TRAINING
We began the season with four off-season ski camps at Mammoth, 
California, in June, Mt. Hood, Oregon, in August, and finishing 
with an October and November camp at Loveland, Colorado. 
These off-season ski training camps are critical to our success in a 
sport that has evolved into a year-round effort to be competitive on 
the national and international stages.  
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CONDITIONING
The Rowmarkers have worked very hard in 
their conditioning program and their fitness 
is supporting outstanding results so far this 
season. A fun addition to their program this fall 
was the newly invented “Tour De Rowmark” 
competition in which the Rowmarkers were 
divided into six five-person teams and included  
a Speed Ball Tournament, Obstacle Course 
Relay, Individual Road Bike Time Trial, Team 
Road Bike Time Trial, and culminated with an 
intersquad GS race at our November Loveland 
Ski Camp. The fall competition was won by the 
team of Bryan Cookson, Bella Andreini, Reid 
Silverman, Tanner Riedel, and Chase Ryan. It 
was a great event, which brought out leadership 
skills and camaraderie, and we look forward 
to starting a new Rowmark tradition with this 
event each fall.  

GREEN RIVER ORIENTATION TRIP
In early September we completed our second 
Green River Orientation Trip where we spent 
two days and nights rafting, kayaking, and 
paddle boarding on the Green River. The goal 
of the trip was to bring our team together 
in an unfamiliar and dynamic environment 
where they can get to know their teammates 
in new ways and challenge themselves not 
only physically but socially as well.  Despite a 
muddy rainstorm on the evening that made our 
arrival to the campground a bit hair-raising, 
the trip was a great success. This event helped 
identify our team captains for the year as 
voted by the athletes. This year’s captains are 
post-graduate JJ Cleason, and seniors Carter 
Dowd, Emma Naatz, and Reid Silverman. 
Congratulations!

FUND RAISING
Our Rowmark Ski Swap, the Rowland Hall 
Auction, and the Annual Fund continue to be 
very important fundraisers for our program. 
This year’s Ski Swap was again successful 
and helped contribute to the community 
excitement of the approaching ski season. 
Twenty-five percent of the Rowmark operating 
budget depends on these events that include 
the generous donations from several of 
our families and friends each year. We are 
incredibly grateful for this support and thank 
everyone for contributing time and financial 
resources. We couldn’t do it without you.

Tour de Rowmark

Green River Orientation

Anna Jobe
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ROWMARK ALUMNI UPDATE 
We are very proud of the pursuits and accomplishments of our 
alumni as they venture out beyond Rowmark and Rowland 
Hall. Former Rowmarkers are currently attending top colleges 
and universities around the country and several are members of 
the U.S. Ski Team. We have alumni who are doctors, lawyers, 
executives, carpenters, mothers, fathers, and even a Navy SEAL! 
Preparing young adults for the challenges of their futures is what 
Rowmark is all about. We are very proud of our alumni who are 
out there proving that every day!  

Last season Rowmark had tremendous success with current athletes 
and alumni earning high honors in the sport. Racing at the highest 
level, academy members and alumni are traveling all over North 
America and Europe competing at the World Cup, NorAm, Europa 
Cup, NCAA Championships and U.S. National Championships. 
Nine Rowmark alumni have been named to the U.S. Ski Team in 
the last nine years. Currently Erik Fisher ’04, Kiley Staples ’06, 

and Alice McKennis ’07 are active members of our national 
team. Alice started the season with her best World Cup finish to 
date in 8th place in Lake Louise, Alberta, Canada, and followed 
that up in late February with a 10th place at the Sochi, Russia 
World Cup DH, which is the alpine site for the 2014 Winter 
Olympic Games. Erik had two of his best World Cup races 
in February with back-to-back 12th places at the Chamonix, 
France World Cup DH competition in early February. We will 
be rooting for all of you as the World Cup season progresses. 
Several former Rowmarkers compete on the NCAA circuit for 
colleges and universities across the country. To name a few, 
Taylor Vest-Burton ’08, Zach Clayton ’08, and Coley Oliver 
’08 are key members for the University of New Hampshire 
Wildcats. Zach was an NCAA All-American last season 
finishing third at the NCAA National Championships in SL. 
Jennifer Van Wagner ’07, skiing for Denver University, won 
the GS at the World University Games in Turkey in February 
2011. AJ Oliver ’07, helped lead Rocky Mountain College to 
the USCSA National Championship last March.  

HIGHLIGHTS AND AWARDS
Below is a summary of highlights so far this season. 
Congratulations to all! I want to thank all of our Rowmark 
athletes and coaching staff for all of their tremendous effort 
and teamwork this year. It is a pleasure being surrounded by so 
many hard-working, talented, and kind individuals. 

Outstanding Academic Achievement Awards
The Rowmark athletes below were named to the Headmaster’s 
List or Honor Roll during the first Trimester of the 2011-12 
academic year. Congratulations on this outstanding academic 
achievement!  

  Headmaster’s List:

  Max Fisher

  Matthew Glasgow

  Isabel Torres

  Breezy Johnson

  Griffin Robillard

  Danelle Devine

  Carter Dowd

  Sophie Hochhauser

  Emma Naatz

  Reid Silverman

  Honor Roll:

  TJ Pope

  Anna Jobe

  Hank Shipman

Griffin Robillard

Alice McKennis at the Sochi, Russia World Cup
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Podium Finishes 2012 as of March 11, 2012
Emma Naatz 3rd, 3rd Copper FIS GS, 3rd FIS SG, 2nd Jackson FIS Elite SL, 
 1st Schweitzer Western Region Junior Championships SL
Breezy Johnson 1st, 1st Schweitzer WR DHs, 1st Jackson FIS GS, 
 2nd Mammoth J2 Nationals GS 
Bella Andreini 3rd Park City Open GS, 2nd Mammoth J2 Nationals SG, 
 3rd Mammoth J2 Nationals DH
Reid Silverman 3rd Sun Valley IMD Cup GS 
Anna Jobe 3rd Park City Open GS, 3rd Mammoth J2 Nationals SG
Isabel Torres 3rd IMD J3 Qualifier SL
Andrew Kircher 2nd Sun Valley IMD Cup GS
Max Axelrod 2nd , 3rd Copper FIS SG
Max Martin 1st Sun Valley IMD Cup SL, 3rd Sun Valley IMD Cup GS
Bryan Cookson 1st, 1st, 2nd Park City Open GS, 1st Overall Park City Open, 
 2nd Schweitzer Western Region Junior Championships GS
JJ Cleason 3rd, 3rd Park City Open SL, 2nd Jackson FIS Elite SL, 
 2nd Schweitzer Western Region Junior Championships SG, 
 3rd Schweitzer Western Region Junior Championships GS 
Carter Dowd 2nd Park City Open GS
Matt Glasgow 3rd Jackson J3 SG, 1st, 2nd Bogus Basin J3 Qualifier SGs, 
 3rd Snowbasin J3 Qualifier SL
Liz Baer 3rd Jackson J3 SG, 2nd Park City J3 GS
Gray Larsen 3rd Park City J3 GS, 1st, 3rd Bogus Basin J3 Qualifier SGs
Linnea Zavala 1st, 1st at the McCall J1-2 Qualifier SGs, 
 1st Schweitzer Western Region Junior Championships SG

Team Designation Achievements
World Junior Championships
Roccaraso, Italy March 1-4, 2012
Lauren Samuels

Western Region Team 2011-12
Lauren Samuels
Emma Naatz

Intermountain Division Team 2011-12
Lauren Samuels
Emma Naatz
KC Kent
Chase Ryan
JJ Cleason
Max Martin
Andrew Kircher

Western Region Junior Championships Team 2012
JJ Cleason
Max Martin
Bryan Cookson
Carter Dowd
Jake Graves
Linnea Zavala
Reid Silverman
Morgan Munday

J2 Nationals Western Region Team 2012
Breezy Johnson
Bella Andreini
Anna Jobe
Hunter Stuercke
Griffin Robillard

U.S. Nationals Western Region Team 2012
Lauren Samuels 
Emma Naatz
Breezy Johnson
Chase Ryan
Max Axelrod
Andrew Kircher

NorAm Finals Western Region Team 2012
Lauren Samuels 
Emma Naatz
Chase Ryan
Max Axelrod
Andrew Kircher

J3 Regional Championships IMD Team 2012
Matt Glasgow
Gray Larsen
Theo Graham
Lizzy Baer
Isabel Torres
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THE ROWMARK JUNIOR PROGRAM
By Rowmark Junior Program Director Troy Price

The Rowmark Junior Program, which I’m proud to be heading up 
for the second year, is comprised of sixty-six athletes, and fourteen 
coaches. This is a progressive ski education program starting with the 
Mighty Mite Team (K-1st grades), followed by the Love to Ski Team 
(grades 1-5), All Mountain Rippers (grades 3-6), The All-Star Team 
(grades 5-8), and the Academy Prep Team (grades 7-8). The goal is to 
introduce young Rowland Hall students to the sport of skiing, correct 
ski technique, and then progress to the introduction to ski racing. It has 
also developed into a successful feeder program for the Academy, which 
starts in ninth grade. We are thrilled about the success of the Junior 
Program and its development into a staple athletic offering of the RH 
Lower School and Middle School. We are excited to continue to offer 
this exciting, dynamic ski program for our young student-athletes. 
 The Junior Program is having a remarkable season. During the off-
season, the coaching staff developed a strategic plan to ensure long-term 
development. The Rowmark Junior Program is based on three key 
points: Team Pride, Character Development, and Skill Development. 
We have experienced positive changes in all three areas and are 
producing the quality of student-athletes that will be successful long-
term. Here are some fun facts regarding this year’s team: 
  • 13 of 13 Middle School athletes were listed on the Head Master  
    List or Honor Roll.  
  • We set a new team record with 14 athletes named to our 
    Divisional Championship.  
  • During the YSL Race at Snowbasin on February 25, Rowmark  
    received five of six Gold medals.  
These results are a direct reflection of our amazing coaching staff, 
supportive parents, and hard-working athletes. We are looking forward 
to attending the championships in McCall, Idaho and have already 
planned out our summer camp.
(For updates on McCall, see Facebook!)

Sommer Glasgow

Claire Ausbeck



Top L to R: Asst. Coach Rodney Kopish, Colby Russo-Hatch, Ryan Westermann, Cameron Galt, Lachlan 
Murphy, Andy Gilbert, Eli Oftedal, Nels Ballard, John Gilbert, Nathan Liou, Matthew Zubair, Matt 
Bernstein, Thad Lampson, Mackay Hare, Coach Mark Oftedal, Bottom L to R:  Emily Sundquist, 
Claire Friedman, Lauren Rasich, Emily Nicoloff, Kellyn Maves, Abby Hill, Sydney Maves, Sophie Turok, 
Reid Silverman, Vera Zanker, Maddie Strait, Asst. Coach Annie Aschim, Missing: Katie Hayashi

UPPER SCHOOL ATHLETICS UPDATE

It’s a great time to be a member of “The Pride,” as our athletic teams 
continue to battle with the heart of a Winged Lion and represent the 
green and white with not only outstanding athletic skill, but with 
unmatched character and sportsmanship.
 Here’s what has happened in the Rowland Hall athletics program 
thus far in 2011-2012. Go Winged Lions!!

CROSS-COUNTRY
It was a banner year for our girls’ and boys’ cross-country teams! 
Following a summer and early fall of committed training, our runners 
showed marked improvement in individual times throughout the 
regular season of big invitational meets. With much success under 
their belt, both teams went into the Region 14 Championships well-
prepared by coaches Mark Oftedal, Rodney Kopish, and Annie 
Aschim and with high hopes - hopes that became a reality as both 
teams hoisted Region Championship trophies at the end of the day’s 
races! For the boys, it was a second consecutive Region title, for the 
girls’ team, their first since 2005.
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 Fresh off their Region victories, confident, strong, focused, 
and determined, the boys’ State team of Andy Gilbert, Johnny 
Gilbert, Thad Lampson, Nathan Liou, Lachlan Murphy, Eli 
Oftedal, and Ryan Westermann and the girls’ State team of 
Kellyn Maves, Sydney Maves, Emily Nicoloff, Lauren Rasich, 
Reid Silverman, Emily Sundquist, and Sophie Turok took 
the State course/meet at Sugarhouse Park by storm! At the end 
of the 2A races, our girls’ team proudly clutched the school’s 
second State championship trophy, the first since 1993, and 
our boys’ team held high the second place trophy. In addition, 
Emily Sundquist and Ryan Westermann placed second as 
individuals, Westermann in a photo finish for first!
 Other athletes who competed for the JV team during the 
season included Madeline Strait, Abi Hill, Vera Zanker, 
Matthew Zubair, Mackay Hare, Colby Russo-Hatch, 
Cameron Galt, Nels Ballard, and Matt Bernstein. 
 Coach Oftedal summed up the season this way: “When I 
think of our season, it is not measured in minutes and seconds 
nor places on the podium. Instead, I think of the dedicated, 
energetic, happy young runners showing up daily, ready to work 
out, ready for that day’s challenge. We have a good thing going 
at Rowland Hall with our runners, and THEY are making it 
happen. There are lots of good ‘times’ ahead….”
 End of season team awards went to Andy Gilbert, Johnny 
Gilbert, Emily Sundquist, and Kellyn Maves, Most Valuable 
Runners; Lachlan Murphy and Sydney Maves, Coaches’ 
Award; and Ryan Westermann and Sophie Turok, Most 
Improved Runners.

GIRLS’ TENNIS
Under the leadership of coaches Tim Sleeper and Susan 
Daynes, the girls’ tennis team wrapped up the regular season 
by tallying an impressive 10-3 dual meet record, putting 
themselves in a great position to make a run at a second 
consecutive Region and State 2A title.
 In what was one of the most evenly matched Region 
Tournaments in recent memory, when the last point was played, 
the Winged Lions tied with the Jayhawks of St. Joe to earn 
a share of the 2011 Region championship behind first place 
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Top L to R: Coach Tim Sleeper, Kaitlin Ramsey, Madeline Foley, Hollis Mills, Simone Williams, 
Sage Sterrett, Christine Livsey, Asst. Coach Susan Daynes, Bottom L to R: Scout Swenson, Caroline 
Nielsen, Caterina Brunelli, Adria Lam, Sarah Mian Missing: Anna Heslop

finishes by Madeline Foley at #1 singles, Kaitlin Ramsey at #2 
singles, and Scout Swenson at #3 singles, coupled with a fourth 
place finish by Christine Livsey and Caroline Nielsen at #1 
doubles and a second place at #2 doubles by Sarah Mian and Sage 
Sterrett.
 The State 2A Tournament was another exciting dogfight between 
the Winged Lions and the Jayhawks, and when the final shot had 
been hit, our Rowland Hall team took the silver, a mere point 
behind St. Joe, 15-14.
 Foley and Swenson both plowed through the competition and 
earned individual championship titles, Ramsey placed second, 
Mian and Sterrett took third, while Livsey and Nielsen lost 
a heartbreaker in a three set tie-breaker in first round action. 
Rounding out this year’s team were Caterina Brunelli, Anna 
Heslop, Adria Lam, Hollis Mills, and Simone Williams, players 
who look to make an impact next season as we lose three vital 
seniors this year.
 Madeline Foley earned Most Valuable Player honors; Most 
Improved recognition went to Kaitlin Ramsey; and Christine 
Livsey and Caroline Nielsen were given the Coaches’ Award.

BOYS’ GOLF
The boys’ golf team earned its fifth consecutive Region 14 
Championship trophy, as they were undefeated in league play. 
Coaches Shawn MacQueen and JZ Davis noted several Region 
highlights, including Thomas Bebbington’s season low round of 
80 at Bonneville, Joe Diehl’s round of 78 at Round Valley, and 
Caleb Chodosh shooting a one under par score at Bonneville. 
Two golfers finished in the Region medalist race, with Diehl taking 
fourth medalist and Chodosh finishing the league season as the #1 
low medalist of Region 14.
 Chodosh, Diehl, Bebbington, Dylan Zanker, Bryce Baker, 
and Jonathan Zubair represented Rowland Hall at the State 2A 
Tournament held at Palisades State Golf Course on October 3 and 
4. Led by Caleb’s 78, Dylan’s career low round of 80 and Thomas’ 
82, the Winged Lions were sitting in third place at the end of day 
one. Unfortunately, this high level of play was not sustained on 
day two by our young squad, who fell back of the leaders on the 
back nine to finish in a very respectable sixth place. Caleb Chodosh 
earned sixth place medalist honors, finishing his second round at 

Top L to R: Asst. Coach JZ Davis, Joe Diehl, Gray Larsen, Caleb Chodosh, Kyle Cowdrey, Jack 
Veverka, Jacob Tucker, Coach Shawn MacQueen, Bottom L to R: Dylan Zanker, Thomas 
Bebbington, Bryce Baker, Jonathan Zubair, Kian Stevenson

State with two birdies in his last four holes to shoot another 78 in 
very difficult conditions.
 Congratulations to these six state qualifiers and other team 
members Kyle Cowdrey, Gray Larsen, Kian Stevenson, Jacob 
Tucker, and Jack Veverka on a successful season. Team awards 
went to Caleb Chodosh, Most Valuable Golfer; Dylan Zanker, 
Most Improved; and Joe Diehl, Coaches’ Award.

VOLLEYBALL
The volleyball team had one of its best seasons in recent 
years. Following a strong pre-season showing that included a 
championship in one tournament and a third place in another, 
the Winged Lions finished 3-5 for fourth in league play, losing 
some heartbreakers that could have gone either way, and earning a 
State Tournament berth where the team played some of their very 
best volleyball of the season!
 Coaches Kendra Tomsic, Lauren Carpenter, and Kathy 
Howa felt it was a breakthrough year for the program, with 
several important milestones achieved: taking every team on the 
schedule to four or five sets; coming from behind one or two sets 
in several matches to win it all; defeating rival South Summit for 

Top L to R: Trainer Anita Keetch, Asst. Coach Lauren Carpenter, Ikwo Frank, Kiersten Cutler, 
Nikita Abraham, Eileen Hopf, Asst. Coach Kathy Howa, Coach Kendra Tomsic
Bottom L to R: Shannen Balogh, Abeni Czajkowski, Sydney Tatomer, Marisa Eng, 
Lainey Epperson, Shelby Matsumura, Missing: Megan Scaglione
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the first time in nearly a decade; taking Waterford to five sets at 
THEIR court; beating a #1 seed in the first round of the State 
Tournament and nearly beating another #1 seed in the third 
round; and still on the court competing tough on the second day 
of State.
 All of these were great successes that bode well for the 
future of the program as only one senior, Sydney Tatomer, 
departs, leaving behind a talented group of players, including 
upcoming seniors Shelby Matsumura, Kiersten Cutler, 
Ikwo Frank, Abeni Czajkowski, Megan Scaglione, Nitika 
Reddy, and Shannen Balogh; upcoming juniors Marisa Eng, 
Lainey Epperson, Nikita Abraham, Heather Ernst, Mallory 
Metz, Sonia Grunwald, Madeline Heiler, Monet Nielsen, 
Olivia Pecora, and Zoe Walton; upcoming sophomores Liza 
Badenhausen, Lilly Binns, Jessica Dullanty, Maddie Hansen, 
Kaitlyn Jenkins, Candice Nkoy, Anna Reganis, Emily Ward, 
and Gabby Wolcott; and many skilled incoming 9th graders.
 End of season team award recipients included Marisa Eng 
and Lainey Epperson, Co-MVPs; Shelby Matsumura, Coaches’ 
Award; Ikwo Frank and Abeni Czajkowski, Co-Most Improved 
Players; Sydney Tatomer, Outstanding Offensive Player; and 
Kiersten Cutler, Outstanding Defensive Player.

GIRLS’ SOCCER
Coaches Jamie Wilhite, Missy Tschabrun, and Sarah Snedaker, 
with the help of seniors Carson Lyness, Sara Mann, Manon 
Gilmore, Annie White, Perry Martin, and Stephanie Schott 
led the Winged Lion girls’ soccer team to a solid regular season of 
play, finishing third in Region 14 with a record of 8-4.
 These seniors and teammates Cari Sanyer, Anna Jobe, Sydney 
Maves, Reed Esparza, Silvia Padilla, Katie White, Alyssa Cole, 
Jess Sterrett, Grace Veghte, Kelsey Oliver, Jess Barker and 
Ling Ling Ritter joined forces to defeat Gunnison 4-1 in the 
first round of the 2A State playoffs. This victory sent the Winged 
Lions on the road headed south for a State quarterfinal matchup 
with the Millard Eagles. Though the Rowland Hall team battled 
back to play some outstanding soccer following a bit of a slow 

start in the first half, the Eagles prevailed to win the game 4-2, thus 
eliminating the Winged Lions from further tournament action and 
ending a well-played season.
 Post-season team honors went to MVP Carson Lyness; Most 
Improved Player Stephanie Schott; and the Coaches’ Award was 
presented to Reed Esparza.

SWIMMING
All levels of experience came out for the swim team this season, 
from veteran seniors Julia Bodson, Rainy Paul and Sydney Rich 
to newcomer freshmen Jason Chang and Matthew Zehner. Our 
small but talented team was rounded out by Ally Moore, Leigh 
Hunt, Allyson Larcom, Lachlan Murphy and Dalton Provost.
 Coaches Sara Watchorn and Mark Gray were excited about 
early season victories over several 3A schools and almost weekly 
personal best performances by each swimmer, their commitment to 
training and to each other propelling them on to success each meet.
 Whether it was another personal best time, exceeding their own 

Top L to R: Rainy Paul, Sydney Rich, Julia Bodson, Leigh Hunt, Ally Larcom, Ally Moore
Bottom L to R: Dalton Provost, Lachlan Murphy, Jason Chang, Matthew Zehner, 
Coach Sara Watchorn, Missing: Coach Mark Gray

Top L to R: Coach Jamie Wilhite, Grace Veghte, Perry Martin, Stephanie Schott, Manon 
Gilmore, Annie White, Kienna Stephens, Katie White, Alyssa Cole, Asst. Coach Missy Tschabrun
Bottom L to R: Kelsey Oliver, Jessica Sterrett, Silvia Padilla, Carson Lyness, Reed Esparza, Sara 
Mann, Sydney Maves, Ling Ling Ritter, Emily Sundquist, Missing: Anna Jobe, Cari Sanyer

expectations, trying a new event or making a surprise appearance 
on the podium, all of the Winged Lions had a day to be proud of at 
the Region XI Meet held in late January at Tooele, with all the girls 
earning a State berth and Lachlan Murphy moving on to State 
from the boys’ team.
 The team wrapped up the season with an inspiring State meet at 
BYU on February 3 and 4. Friday began with an amazing medley 
relay where Sydney Rich, Rainy Paul, Leigh Hunt, and Ally 
Moore completed the fastest Rowland Hall medley of the season. 
Our girls’ team competed in two other relays, with Paul, Julia 
Bodson, Larcom and Hunt teaming up to swim their fastest 200 
free relay race of the year, while the 400 free relay team of Larcom, 
Rich, Bodson, and Moore raced to lifetime best splits to end the 
state meet on a high note.
 Winged Lion swimmers also performed well in individual events, 
as Sydney Rich, Rainy Paul, and Lachlan Murphy all achieved 
personal best times in the 200 IM. Paul and Leigh Hunt swam 
personal best times in the 100 fly and Murphy had another in the 
100 free, while Sydney Rich swam her goal time in the 100 back. 
The relay and individual performances by our girls’ team earned for 
them an outstanding eighth place finish in the team competition.
 Team awards were earned by MVPs Rainy Paul and Lachlan 
Murphy; Most Improved Swimmers Allyson Larcom and 
Matthew Zehner; the Coaches’ Award went to Julia Bodson.
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GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
The girls’ basketball program grew this year not only in number 
of participants, but also in talent and ability. Coaches Bill 
Tatomer, Whitney Tatomer, and Danita Arguello welcomed 
to the program senior veterans Sophie Janes, Anna Smith, 
and Noelani Blueford, who were joined by juniors Shelby 
Matsumura, Abeni Czajkowski, Cari Sanyer, and Meagan 
Hall; sophomores Sarah Birkett, Marisa Eng, Kienna 
Stephens, and Mallory Metz; and 9th graders Candice Nkoy, 
Grace Veghte, Jess Sterrett, Alyssa Cole, Anna Reganis, 
Lauren Rasich, Tianxing Jin, and Maddie Hansen; and team 
managers Sage Sterrett and JiEun You.
 The season started with a bang as the team posted six wins 
and one loss in early pre-season play, including a first place at 
the Concordia Prep Tournament. This record was one of the 
best starts for a girls’ basketball team in school history! The 
last couple of pre-season games dealt a blow to the program, 
however, as several key varsity players sustained sidelining 
injuries just as a tough Region schedule was to begin.
 Though the team played every game with amazing heart and 
soul, the loss of these key players was tough to overcome and, 
though in the hunt until the final game of the season which 
included two decisive victories over Waterford and Wasatch 
Academy during the last week of play, our team just missed 
qualifying for the first round of the State 2A Tournament.
 The future looks bright with many players returning in 2012. 
Congratulations to team award recipients Cari Sanyer, MVP; 
Shelby Matsumura, Coaches’ Award; Meagan Hall, Most 
Improved; Anna Smith, Outstanding Offensive Player; and 
Sophie Janes, Outstanding Defensive Player.

Top L to R: Coach Bill Tatomer, Asst. Coach Danita Arguello, Jess Sterrett, Shelby Matsumura, 
Grace Veghte, Meagan Hall, Sarah Birkett, Candice Nkoy, JiEun You, Manager, Sage Sterrett, 
Manager, Asst. Coach Whitney Tatomer, Bottom L to R: Abeni Czajkowski, Cari Sanyer, Sophie 
Janes, Noelani Blueford, Anna Smith, Marisa Eng

Top L to R: Coach Shawn MacQueen, Drew Dischmann, Malik Adams, Wesley Austin, Chris 
Nkoy, Ted Janes, Asst. Coach Randy Towner, Bottom L to R: Thomas Tooze, Caleb Chodosh, Kyle 
Baranko, Chris Nkoy, Zeryab Sial, Missing: Asst. Coach Aaron Hinton, Asst. Coach Zach Arthur, 
Zeke Bradley, Joe Narus

some very talented, passionate players including co-captain Caleb 
Chodosh, along with Chris Nkoy, Malik Adams, Kyle Baranko, 
Zeryab Sial, Zeke Bradley, Joe Narus, and Thomas Tooze.  Junior 
varsity and frosh/soph players were Ted Janes, Drew Dischmann, 
Lucius Bynum, Aidan Rasmussen, Jamen Christensen, Junior 
Zoutomou, Chris Diehl, and Riley Nevins.
 The varsity team experienced much success in the pre-season 
and seemed on the road to a promising Region 14 finish; however, 
the injury bug hit in early January, putting four key players on 
the sidelines, three of them starters and key offensive threats 
for the Winged Lions. Despite the setback, the team remained 
tenacious, battling toe to toe with Region opponents who boasted 
far more experience on their roster. Earning a berth to the State 2A 
Tournament came down to a tie-breaker playoff game on a neutral 
court against Maeser Prep, a game that saw the Winged Lions turn 
it on both offensively and defensively to help secure their trip to 
Snow College.
 Facing Wasatch Academy, one of the top teams in 2A, in the first 
round of the State Tournament was a tough challenge and, though 
we battled, competed from the opening tip off until the final buzzer 

sounded, the Tigers proved too much for the Winged Lions that 
night. The highlight of these final two games was the way Rowland 
Hall students supported our team, as they came out in full force 
with signs and faces painted to cheer on our players.
 Players and coaches alike are looking forward to the future, 
already planning how to improve during the off-season so that 
2012-13 will be one of the best seasons ever at Rowland Hall for 
boys’ basketball. Leading the charge will be team MVP, Wesley 
Austin; Most Improved Player, Chris Nkoy; and Coaches Award 
recipient, Kyle Baranko.

ACADEMIC ALL-STATE & ALL-REGION AWARDS
Each sports season, Region 14 recognizes, with Academic All-
Region honors, those senior athletes who are regular starters or 
performers on their varsity team and who carry a 3.75 or higher 
non-weighted, cumulative GPA. Those who qualify for Academic 
All-Region recognition then become eligible for Academic All-State 
consideration by the Utah High School Activities Association, 

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
Boys’ basketball head coach Shawn MacQueen and his 
assistants Aaron Hinton, Randy Towner, and Zach Arthur had 
high hopes for the young but talented roster that would take the 
court in The Den this year.
 Without a senior on the team, the coaching staff built around 
one of their team captains, Wesley Austin, returning leading 
scorer and rebounder. Joining Austin on the varsity team were 
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who then selects the top ten athletes from each classification in each 
sport based on GPA. These ten are awarded an Academic All-State 
certificate.
 The following Rowland Hall athletes were named Academic All-
Region in their respective sport: 
Manon Gilmore, Carson Lyness, and Sara Mann, girls’ soccer; 
Caroline Nielsen, girls’ tennis; Jacob Tucker, boys’ golf; Andy 
Gilbert, Johnny Gilbert, and Nels Ballard, boys’ cross-country; 
Kellyn Maves, Maddie Strait, Reid Silverman, and Claire 
Friedman, girls’ cross-country; Sophie Janes and Anna Smith, girls’ 
basketball; and Julia Bodson, girls’ swimming.
 Of these Academic All-Region athletes, the following went on to 
be named to the prestigious 2A Academic All-State team in their 
sport: Carson Lyness, girls’ soccer; Caroline Nielsen, girls’ tennis; 
Jacob Tucker, boys’ golf; Johnny Gilbert, boys’ cross-country; and 
Sophie Janes, girls’ basketball. Congrats to all!

ALL-REGION, ALL-STATE & SENIOR 
ALL-STAR ATHLETES
Winged Lion girls’ soccer team members Carson Lyness, 
Reed Esparza and Anna Jobe were named to the All-Region 
team. Lyness made First Team All-State in the Deseret 
News and Second Team All-State in the Tribune, while Jobe 
was named First Team All-State in both newspapers. Katie 
White and Grace Veghte made Second Team All-State in 
the Tribune and Honorable Mention All-State in the Deseret 
News. Annie White was Honorable Mention All-State in the 
Deseret News, as well.
 Volleyball players Sydney Tatomer, Shelby Matsumura, 
Lainey Epperson, and Marisa Eng were voted to the 
All-Region volleyball team. Epperson was named First 
Team All-State as a libero in the Salt Lake Tribune and was 
Honorable Mention All-State in the Deseret News. Eng 
was named Second Team All-State in both the Tribune and 
Deseret News. Lone senior volleyball player Sydney Tatomer 
was voted by 2A coaches as one of twelve 2A players to play 
in the Senior All-Star match played at Salt Lake Community 
College in November.
 Based on their performance at the State Meet, cross-
country runners Ryan Westermann and Emily Sundquist 
made First Team All-State; Eli Oftedal and Sydney Maves 
made Second Team All-State; and Andy Gilbert, Lauren 
Rasich, Sophie Turok, and Kellyn Maves made the Third 
Team All-State cross country team.
 Girls’ basketball team member Cari Sanyer was named to 
the All-Region team, as were boys’ basketball players Wesley 
Austin and Caleb Chodosh. Basketball All-State teams 
have not yet been named by the Tribune and Deseret News. 
Kudos, Winged Lion athletes!

ROWLAND HALL COACHES HONORED
Kathy Howa
Just prior to the start of the 2011 school year, Rowland Hall 
softball coach Kathy Howa was inducted into the Utah 
Softball Hall of Fame as both a player and a coach.
 Howa was a standout softball player for over 20 years, 
playing in ASA summer leagues from junior high through 
adulthood, as well as at the College of Eastern Utah in Price 
and Mesa State College in Colorado. Kathy attended both 
schools on athletic scholarships and earned All-Conference 
honors at both institutions for her softball performance at the 
plate as well as her prowess as a pitcher and third base player.
 Kathy has also coached countless young women in the 
sport she loves for over 30 years, leading several youth and 
adult ASA teams to Regional and National titles during her 
career. Howa has coached the Winged Lion softball team for 
the past 15 years, was twice named the 2A Coach of the Year 
by her peers (2000 & 2002) and also earned honors as the 
Utah Softball Coach of the Year (2002) and NFHS Section 7 
Coach of the Year (2002). Congratulations, Kathy!

Shawn MacQueen
The administration at Rowland Hall was recently notified 
that head golf coach, Shawn MacQueen, was selected by 
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ROWLAND HALL MIDDLE SCHOOL ATHLETICS
Girls’ Volleyball
 A-team: 2th Place WAC Tournament
 B-team: 3th Place WAC Tournament
 C-team: Qualified for WAC Tournament

Boys’ Soccer
 A-team: 2th WAC Tournament
 B-team: 5th Place regular season

Girls’ Basketball
 A-team: WAC Tournament Champions
 B1-team:  2nd Place WAC Tournament 
 B2-team: 4th Place WAC Tournament
 C-team: 3rd Place WAC Tournament

Boys’ Basketball
 A1-team: 2nd Place WAC Tournament
 A2-team: Qualified for WAC Tournament
 B1-team: Qualified for WAC Tournament
 B2-team: 3rd Place WAC Tournament
 C-team: Qualified for WAC Tournament

The 2011-2012 Rowland Hall fall and winter athletics got off to a 
ROARING start with numbers at an all-time high. For the first time 
we’ve added a fourth girls’ basketball team and it appears we will have 
two Middle School baseball teams! 
 Teams are also experiencing success on the field as well as the 
hardwood. Nine of our Middle School teams not only qualified for 
post-season play, but reached the final four in their sport, with five 
teams competing in championship play and the RH girls’ A-basketball 
team hoisting the championship trophy! 
 Each Rowland Hall team worked hard, competed the best they 
could, and played every moment with the utmost sportsmanship. 
Special thanks to each athlete for giving their best, each parent for their 
support and each coach for their time, wisdom, and giving their best 
to the program. Thank you, coaches Chad Obermark, Julie Lloyd, 
Mike Roberts, Doug Booher, Christa Sinclair, Christian Waters, 
Ted Zeitler, Randall Crail, Jamie Wilhite, Paige Masuda, Jennessa 
Williams, Sofia Stephens, Kathy Howa, Mayra Vences, Brody 
Candilora, Tyler Tanner, JZ Davis, Matt Dean, and Jason Rock. We 
would also like to thank the Booster Club for all their support. 

the Utah High School Activities Association as the Utah 
2011 Boys’ Golf Coach of the Year. This award was based 
on the 2010-2011 school year and is sponsored in part by 
the National Federation of State High School Associations 
(NFHS). 
 Coach MacQueen has led the Rowland Hall boys’ golf 
team to five consecutive Region championships, as well as 
State 2A titles in 2007, 2008, and 2009, with a third place 
finish in 2010. 
 In making the award, UHSAA officials had this to say: 
“We appreciate your passion and dedication to the high 
school youth whom you serve. We feel you exemplify the 
highest standards of sportsmanship, ethical conduct and 
moral character, and also feel you are a coach who enjoys 
success in your sport, but more importantly, you model 
positive behavior for your athletes to follow.”
 Congratulations to Coach MacQueen on this prestigious 
and well-deserved recognition!

Scott Langone
Rowland Hall Assistant Director of Athletics 
and head boys’ soccer coach Scott Langone 
has been awarded the College Coach Mentor 
of the Year award by ATHLETIC QUEST®, 
signifying that he was the top performing 

college coach mentor in the entire country. ATHLETIC 
QUEST® is a unique group of current and former college 
coaches nationwide that work with serious high school 
student athletes wanting to play college sports. 
 Coach Langone, a former college soccer coach at Mount 
Union College, has served as a college coach mentor to 
numerous high school athletes around the country, and 
has helped dozens of student athletes move into the college 
ranks this past year and assisted them in obtaining hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in scholarship awards. 
  The National Award ceremony was held at Hidden Valley 
Country Club in Sandy, Utah. Congratulations to Scott for 
his service to others and for his integrity and hard work.
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ROWLAND HALL STUDENTS 
ON LDS MISSIONS

Eddie Broschinsky ’10, is in Denmark, 
Copenhagen*, Sean North ’11, is in Columbia, 
Barranquilla, Adam Davis ’08, is in Japan, Nagoya, 
and Daniel Christensen ’11, is leaving for France, 
Paris this summer. All of the boys attended early 
morning Seminary at East High, which allowed them 
to fulfill all their academic classes at RH. Daniel 
extends a special “thank you” to Doug Wortham for 
the excellent French instruction, which has helped 
prepare him with his language training. Daniel is 
ready and excited to put it into practice. 

* The LDS Church traditionally names the country first, then the city, when 

assigning or writing about the mission field.

ALUMNI NEWS AND NOTES

Debbie King Cobo ’71, continues in her career as an Operating 
Room Nurse at two surgicenters, working three days/week. She and 
her husband, JC, celebrated the marriage of their daughter, Diana 
(27) to David Haag on 11/12/11. A beautiful ending to 2011!

Debbie with her husband on daughter Diana’s wedding day.

Delynn Elliott ’69, wrote to tell us that after 30-plus years living 
away from Salt Lake City, she is residing here again and is enjoying 
being near family, the climate, the vast array of outdoor activities, and 
life in general. She works as a clinical nurse adviser for Humana, a 
national health insurance company that is experiencing tremendous 
growth in this region. She also loves spending time with her golden 
retriever, Savannah, discovering new hiking trails and mountain lakes 
where dogs can swim. They are big fans of the Canyonlands and the 
camping and hiking opportunities there as well.

Delynn’s daughter, Kelli Carter Wilke ’88, has added three little 
ones to the family – her son Carter is 21 months old and new twins 
boys, Brooks and Harrison, were born December 19, 2011. Kelli and 
her husband Andy live in Jackson, Wyoming, and engage in rather 
extreme sports – “from a mom’s point of view” – but have moved to 
Wilmington for a year or so to be near Andy’s family, who are able to 
provide a bit of support with three children under two years old!

Missy Marlow ’89, was listed in the Top 10 University of Utah 
Athletes of all time! Missy competed in the Olympics at the age of 
17 before she even set foot on a mat at the U of U. After she did, 
she won five individual national championships and led her team to 
two national championships as well. Marlowe won the 1992 NCAA 
All-Around Championship and was widely considered one of the 
best athletes in the world when she was in her prime. She earned one 
perfect ten on vault, three on uneven bars, two on the balance beam 

Adam Davis

Daniel Christensen and Eddie Broschinsky
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STEP RIGHT UP FOR THE CARNIVAL!
Rowland Hall would like to extend a special invitation to 

our alumni for the second all-school Carnival.
Friday, May 18, from 3:45 to 7:00 p.m.

 Lincoln St. Campus field
Enjoy food, games, and activities for the whole family. 
The Carnival is organized and sponsored by the Upper 
School Student Council. Tickets for activities and food 

are available at the door. Be sure to stop by the new 
Alumni Booth to pick up a special prize for alums. Bring 

your friends and family and come join the fun!

Christina Nielson Zidow, husband John and daughter Ellie

and one on floor during her tenure as a Ute. Marlowe was an All-
American in all four years of competition at Utah. Finally, maybe 
the most impressive accolade of Marlowe’s was the 1992 Broderick 
Cup she won as the nation’s top female athlete.

Peter Stang, father of Antonia Stang ’91, and Alexandra Stang 
’96, was awarded the nation’s top science prize.The White House 
selected Dr. Stang for a 2011 National Medal of Science for his 
work in supramolecular chemistry.

Trevor Miller ’95, and wife Lauren, welcomed their first son, Ari 
Fisher Miller on July 9, 2011.

Christina Nielson Zidow ’99, wrote to tell us about the recent 
addition to her family, daughter Ellie. She was born September 
26, 2011. Christina’s brother, Preston Nielson ’01, is a very 
proud uncle and enjoys showing off Ellie!

Nate Kogan ’00, and his wife, Anna, welcomed their first child, 
David Samuel Kogan, on September 26, 2011. Being a new 
parent, Nate says, has certainly been an exciting challenge, but an 
incredibly rewarding one. Nate and Anna have both been teaching 
in Ft. Worth, but here’s the great news: Nate was just hired by 
Rowland Hall to teach Western Civilization and AP European 
History starting next fall! We’re very happy he’ll be joining our 
faculty and welcome them back to Utah! Nate will continue 
to work on his Ph.D. dissertation in transatlantic history at 
University of Texas at Arlington. 

Natalie Singer ’04, just moved to Buffalo, New York, to start 
a new job as an Americorps VISTA member working for 
Journey’s End Refugee Services, a refugee resettlement nonprofit 
organization. 

Megan Jones ’05, is living in Denver, working at studioINSITE 
as a landscape architecture and marketing assistant. She is 
applying for her Masters in Landscape Architecture. She was asked 
to paint a piano for the Denver “Your Keys to the City” public 
art project last winter. Her piano was installed on Denver’s 16th 
Street Mall for a few months. She has been asked to paint another 
piece for the summer installation which will be displayed between 
April and September.

Megan’s piano on display in Denver
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Molly Jones ’07, graduated from the University of San Diego in 
May 2011. She is currently working as a marketing coordinator/team 
manager for Commercial Real Estate Solutions in Salt Lake. 

Jim Trauba ’07, graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
with a degree in mechanical engineering. He is working at Husco 
Automotive in Waukesha, Wisconsin, as a design engineer. Soon, he 
will be moving to Shanghai to work in manufacturing for Husco.

Peter Shipman ’10, formerly a star on Rowland Hall’s varsity 
baseball team, was recently selected to be a pitcher for University of 
Redlands’ varsity baseball team in Redlands, California. Peter, a 2A 
All-Star in 2010 and a member of the Salt Lake Tribune’s 2A First 
Team All-State squad, is thrilled to be back on the field again. He was 
recruited by several schools as a senior at RH, but decided to end his 
baseball career at the high school level and move on to other things. 
After a year of sitting out, he realized he wanted to be back on the 
mound, if at all possible. Facing tough odds, he worked out with the 
team all fall and re-dedicated himself to the sport. Peter impressed 
the coaching staff with his commitment to the workouts and his 
exceptional grades. Rowland Hall is proud to have a member of their 
baseball program, led by the dedicated Coach Ben Voegele, playing 
D3 college ball. Way to go, Peter!

NEWS FROM ROWMARK ALUMS
Congratulations to Alice McKennis, Rowmark ’08, and U.S. 
Ski Team member for her best World Cup finish to date in 
8th place at the Lake Louise Downhill. Alice suffered a major 
injury last January (left knee tibial plateau fracture) so it is very 
exciting to see her come back so strongly in her first race since 
the injury. Here is a link to the story in Ski Racing Magazine: 
http://www.skiracing.com/?q=node/11055 . 
Kiley Staples, Rowmark ’06, who earned her World Cup 
starts this year as the 2011 NorAm Overall Champion, was 
46th in today’s Lake Louise WC race. Both Alice and Kiley 
have another crack at it tomorrow in the second DH race. 
Erik Fisher, Rowmark ’04, was 29th and is off to a solid start 
in his World Cup Season as well! See the Beaver Creek story at 
http://www.skiracing.com/?q=node/11054

ROWLAND HALL HALL OF FAME
The two newest inductees into Rowland Hall’s Alumni Hall 
of Fame are as similar as they are different, and during the 
February ceremony/assembly Upper School students, faculty, 
and staff were brought to both tears and laughter.
Each year, two distinguished alumni are recognized by the 
school for their contributions to the greater community and 
to the school. This year, student council publicity director 
Julia Bodson ’12, planned the event with student council vice 
president Andy Gilbert ’12.
 The honored guests for 2011—2012 were Nancy 
Borgenicht ’60, who is best known for creating and co-
writing the locally famous, “Saturday’s Voyeur,” and Eric 
Oehlerich ’94, currently a Navy SEAL, formerly a member of 
Rowmark Ski Academy.
 Eric is currently serving in an undisclosed location in Africa. 
But he was able to join the assembly via the technology of 
Skype. Eric spoke of friends who have recently lost their lives 
in battle and offered the students his advice on living well 
through times of adversity – truth, teamwork, sweat, live in 
the now, confidence with humility, and respect the investment. 
He credits much of his focus and mental agility to his early 
training as a member of ROWMARK Ski Academy, Rowland 
Hall’s competitive ski training program. 
 Nancy Borgenicht, capitalized on her immense talent for 
colliding fact with fiction to create a story which resonates 
with each member of her audience. She touched on 
generations of Rowland Hall alum and faculty, connecting the 
past with the present, and humorously predicting the future. 
Nancy credits Rowland Hall with the encouragement to be her 
own person and develop her talents. She reminded students 
that “we are all connected in wonderful and wondorous ways” 
and added “this award is the highlight of my life.”
 Former inductees into Rowland Hall’s Alumni Hall of Fame 
include Peter Billings ’63, Tim Brown ’85, Kelly Hannah 
’90, Christina Nielson Zidow ’99, Erica Trauba ’03, and 
Morgan Sorenson ’07.
 Nancy Borgenicht is an accomplished role model for 
Rowland Hall students, and we are glad to honor her in our 
2012 Alumni Recognition Ceremony. In 2010, Salt Lake 
Magazine recognized Nancy and her co-writer Allen Nevins Pitcher Peter Shipman
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as two people who changed the state; they rightly noted, “Utah would be a 
less interesting place without the Voyeur and SLAC.” When Nancy attended 
RH she was involved in nearly — competitive academics, sports, the arts, and 
leadership. She was a member of the Honor Society and the French Club, and 
she served as the treasurer for the Athletic Association. Nancy played for both 
the girls’ basketball and girls’ tennis teams. She was a member of the choir 
and had a role in the then-traditional senior play. The summer prior to her 
senior year, she traveled to Japan as an AFS Exchange Student to experience 
another culture. After serving on Student Council for several years, Nancy 
was elected Student Body President for her senior year. After graduating 
from Rowland Hall, Nancy extended her influence into the big world. She 
first attended the University of California at Berkley, moving to New York 
City after graduation to work for Holt Rinehart Winston Publishers. Upon 
returning to Salt Lake City, Nancy worked as an actor, director, Marketing 
Director, Co-Executive Producer, and Interim Executive Producer for 
Salt Lake Acting Company. Nancy’s sons David and Joe both attended 
Rowland Hall, and two of Nancy’s grandchildren are currently attending 
Rowland Hall. Nancy has left a legacy at Rowland Hall and in the Salt Lake 
community.
 Eric Oehlerich, currently a Navy SEAL, credits much of his focus and 
mental agility to his early training as a member of ROWMARK Ski Academy, 
Rowland Hall’s competitive ski training program. As a captain of a largely 
individual sport his senior year, Eric focused on fostering a team mentality 
and unity. When the snow melted in spring, Eric participated in and 
captained the budding track team as well. After graduating from Rowland 
Hall, Eric attended the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. He ski 
raced on the collegiate NCSA circuit and was the Allegheny Men’s Champion 
for two years. His time at the Naval Academy culminated with a commission 
into the U.S. Navy as an officer, and Eric headed to Navy SEAL training in 

California. He graduated BUD/s class 228 in 2000 
and began his journey as a Navy SEAL. Eight days 
after September 11, 2001, Eric was deployed to 
the Middle East for eight months. After his second 
deployment to Afghanistan, he and his wife moved to 
California so he could pursue a Master’s Degree. Eric 
then moved his family to Hawaii, where he plugged 
back into a SEAL Team and worked on submarine 
and dive operations while his family enjoyed the 
island life of surf, sand, and sun. Eric’s family now 
lives in Virginia, where he is the member of a different 
SEAL Team. Though Eric has three children, Addie, 
Jack, and Charlie, he has still deployed five times in 
the last three years, making his work to defend our 
country a priority. He is grateful for his Rowland Hall 
foundation—the problem solving skills he learned 
from ski racing and the lessons of morality taught 
at Rowland Hall have been crucial. Eric is currently 
serving in Africa, but he asked to pass this onto 
current Rowland Hall students: “I am very thankful 
and appreciative of the time invested by the faculty 
and coaches of that small school in Salt Lake. I’m 
positive that they are investing on a daily basis into 
your future, as they did back in 1994. Thank you 
for your time, it’s a big wide world out there, honor 
yourself and those that have invested in you, don’t be 
afraid to move mountains!” 

Julia Bodson, Nancy Borgenicht, and Andy Gilbert
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BELOVED ART TEACHER GEORGE FOX REMEBERED 
George Fox, a well loved and constantly missed former Rowland Hall 
art teacher, passed away February 24, 2012 following a brief illness, in 
Sarasota, Florida where he had been living since his retirement over 20 
years ago. He was 92 years old. 
 In addition to his popularity as a teacher, George was a respected artist 
in Salt Lake City. Even after retiring to Florida he remained close to many 
students and faculty members in the Rowland Hall community and 
visited often. 
 George started teaching at RH in 1955, enchanted with the school, 
with the buildings, with the morning chapel and the stairwell where he 
could set free huge seasonal mobiles to swing in the wind. He retired in 
1987 to return to Sarasota, Florida, where he had a family home. George 
was a graduate of Sarasota High School, served in the U.S. Navy and 
attended Ringling School of Art in Sarasota under the GI Bill.
 In the 32 years he taught at RH, he became a legend, his hair going 
from dark to white, his art classes growing ever more challenging, his 
influence on his students as strong as the day he entered the school. He 
was the only male faculty member in the days when Rowland Hall was a 
boarding and day school for girls, and he played the part, his friend Tony 
Larimer said, “as a gentle gentleman…He [was] both avant garde and old 
world.”
 He organized what was the forerunner of the Utah Arts Festival, each 
spring inviting all Utah artists to submit works that would be hung 
outdoors on the fences surrounding the tennis courts and playgrounds 
on the Avenues Campus. His tutelage encouraged students who became 
well-known artists such as Lee Deffebach ’45, Bonnie Phillips ’60, 
and Stephen Goldsmith ’72. He worked with Tony Larimer on the 
set designs for plays, turning improbable places like the public library’s 
lecture hall and the City Council’s chambers into fantasylands.
 He was a fixture in the green chair in the main building’s front hall on 
the Avenues Campus each morning, greeting students and scolding when 
necessary. When he left the school, then-head of school Tom Jackson 
presented the chair as a going away present.
 “What a wonderful part of my life,” George said in a 2004 interview 
from Sarasota.
 George is survived by his brothers; Richard D. and John Clifton; 
sisters, Jossie Nichols, and many nieces and nephews. George was a 
member of the Church of the Redeemer where his volunteer services for 
Vacation Bible School will be missed.

A FEW REMEMBRANCES OF GEORGE ON FACEBOOK:
“Magic Owl” was always a fun way to get to know George’s old studio 
space at the Avenues Campus. He was also a very giving man, and always 
encouraged his students to explore what was art to them, while at the 
same time encouraging knowledge of the styles of art that existed in the 
world. And he was like the wise sage of the Avenues Campus, stationed 
in his chair, next to the main doors, as the students filed into and out of 
the building. That he also lived on campus made him part of the school’s 
fabric: everybody knew Mr. Fox. He will be missed.

Coming into the studio he created for us was like coming home. We were 
regarded as fellow artists. He taught me how to use oils. I just loved him, 
that’s all.

IN MEMORY

No matter how many of us he taught, over how ever many 
years, he never forgot anyone... “Marleen! Spit out your 
gum!”

I meant to write him at Christmas and thank him for 
teaching me about pointillism - sad that’s still on my “to do” 
list.

Remember the Candle and Carol triptych?

The “Hide the Owl” game and the first time in his class 
during which he gave us all “F’s” for Fantastic on our 
projects! Will be missed.

I forgot all about the Find the Owl! I thank Mr. Fox every 
time I pick up my camera or sit down and draw (which isn’t 
much on the drawing anymore). I also thank him every time 
I think through a case since it was his art teaching that taught 
me how to see the importance of spaces and patterns!

I called him last year to say thank you, and I am so glad I 
did. He was one of the most influential teachers in my life 
and responsible for my going into design. After I was in 
college I visited him, he confided in me that he used to order 
cases of Balsa wood yard sticks so that they would shatter 
when he broke them on the desk. He tried so hard to be gruff 
and keep us all in fear but he was kind and cared so much 
about all of his students. He was my ally during some tough 
times at RHSM, he stood up for me when it really counted. 
Thanks, rest in peace friend.

I remember going up to the studio for the first time and 
being in awe with all of the natural light, his big pots sitting 
around, splashes of paint everywhere, piles of paper on his 
desk, lots of plants, and a big smile on his face when you 
came into the room. Was a great friend to all.

I was just thinking about him the other day - amazed he lived 
to the ripe old age of 92! I took classes from him in the 1980’s. 
I have two favorite memories of him. One is that he noticed a 
necklace I was wearing in art class and he liked it so much that 
he developed an art project inspired by it. Another is when he 
directed us (the 7th grade) in a play. A line in one of the songs 
was “In the theater,” and he insisted we pronounce it “In the 
Thee-Ta!” I very much enjoyed his classes.
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Richard A. Kimball passed away July 30, 2011. Richard served as 
a member of the Board of Trustees for Rowland Hall. He was the 
father of Kandis Kimball Giblin ’65, Richard “Kim” Kimball 
’68, and the grandfather of Mary Kimball ’01. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the Kimball family and friends.

Hiroshi Kuida passed away on August 2, 2011. Hiroshi was the 
grandfather of Heather Matheson ’01 and Briggs Matheson ’04. 
Our thoughts are with the Matheson family and their loved ones. 

Paul Denkers ’84 passed away August 15, 2011. Our thoughts are 
with Paul’s family and friends. 

Dr Uta von Schwedler, mother of current students Ilona and Liam 
Wall, passed away in October 2011. Our thoughts go out to her 
family and friends. 

Elaine James Sorenson passed away on October 17, 2011. Elaine 
was the grandmother of Chris Swindle ’91, Geoff Swindle ’94 
(wife Adria Muir Swindle ’95), Graham Sorensen ’02, Morgan 
Sorensen ’07, and great-grandmother of current students Ella and 
Lilly Swindle. Our love and condolences to her family and friends. 

David Bone passed away on October 21, 2011. David was the 
father of Jim Bone, Jennifer Hannah ’89 (Kelly Hannah ’90), 
Jonathan Bone ’94 (Clover Sanders Bone ’97) and Suzannah 
Bone ’99. Our love goes out to the Bone family and their friends 
and loved ones. 

Andrew Embiricos ’03 passed away in December. Our love and 
prayers go out to the family and friends of Andrew. 

Dr. Robert L. Marquardt passed away after a four-year battle 
with bone cancer on January 14, 2012. Dr. Marquardt was the 
grandfather of David ’04, Daniel, and Michael ’10 Marquardt. 
He was the father of Bob Marquardt, longtime Rowland Hall 
Board of Trustee member and former Board Chair.George Fox painting
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INSPIRE
ROWLAND HALL AUCTION 2012

Saturday, November 3, 2012

Auction Proceeds to Beneet the Capital Campaign



McCarthey Campus
720 Guardsman Way
Salt Lake City, Utah
84108

Non-Pro�t Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Salt Lake City, UT
Permit No. 4324

REVIEW2012


